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3 MEETING NO. 

 
FEASIBILITY STUDY 



Purpose of this feasibility study: 
IS IT FEASIBLE TO CONVERT ANY PORTION OF THE 27 MILE  
CENTRE CO. SECTION OF THE ABANDONED L&T RR TO A RAIL 
TRAIL? 

1. Legal feasibility:  who owns the railbed now; are there alternate routes? 
2. Political feasibility: does the community support this project?  
3. Demand for the trail: who might use the trail? 
4. Physical feasibility: what are the physical opportunities & constraints? 
5. Conceptual design: what is this community’s vision for the trail? 
6. Financial feasibility: what does it cost, where might the funding come from? 
7. Operational feasibility who will manage & maintain the trail? 

 

QUESTIONS 
 
 
 
 

7 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This feasibility study explores a possible link between 2 university communities-State College & Lewsiburg- through rural Penns Valley



SCHEDULE 
Charting our progress 
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When will the feasibility study be done? 

March 12, 2013 



SCHEDULE  
Charting our progress 

give or take a season 

St
ud

y 
Co

m
m

it
te

e 
M

ee
ti

ng
 

P
ub

lic
  M
ee
ti
ng
 

1 2 3 1 2 

3. 

1. 

2. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

community input 

3 4 4 (optional) 

SP
RI

N
G

 M
IL

LS
 

LI
N

D
EN

  H
A

LL
 

La
nd

ow
ne

r  
 M
ee
ti
ng
s 

U
se

r S
ur

ve
ys
 

18 MONTHS 

September 12, 2013 



2 
ICC/STB  

LEMONT TO COBURN 
MAY 8, 1973 
DISMISSED  May 22,1975 

COBURN TO MIFFLINBURG 
June 8, 1970 

July 1975 

abandonments 



QUIT CLAIMS 
93 

LEMONT 

INGLEBY 

SPRING MILLS 



landowners 279 
LANDOWNERS 



KEY FINDINGS  
 

150 people attended the 1st public meeting 

•strong support from community for the idea of a trail that  strengthens 
communities 
•equally strong support for  rights of property owners to decide what is 
right for their land 
•landowner concerns about liability 
•landowner concerns about adequacy of trailheads to handle parking 

  
of our 1st public meeting: 
 
 



MESSAGES 
1. We are only at the beginning of a process, not the end, and we are inviting you 

(the public) to share your vision for this project with us 
2. Like railroads, rail trail’s don’t need to be built all at once, and usually aren’t 
3. It took 40 years to build the L&T Railroad between Lewisburg & Lemont 
4. It took 10 years to build the 9.2 mile rail trail between Lewisburg and Mifflinburg 
5. These kinds of projects move as fast or as slow as people need to sort them out. 
6. All of them were initiated and driven by local citizens 
7. This project was also initiated by local citizens 
8. Gregg Township’s primary objective is to provide a forum and an open process 

for  local citizen’s to discuss the pros and cons of this opportunity 
9. Although the existing L&T railbed might appear to be the best route because it is 

the most level, dry and direct, it is also mostly on private land now, so we won’t 
have a clearly defined route until we know who wants in and who doesn’t 

10. Eminent domain is NOT on the table, so this project should not be viewed as a 
threat to anyone who isn’t interested in having a trail on land they own 

11. We want everyone who wants to speak tonight, or to share their comments with 
us later, to have an opportunity to do so, we are here to listen to everyone  

12. You can follow us on Facebook or the County website 

 
 
 

12 we tried to convey at the 1st public meeting: 
 



REASONS 
 

1. To get more people outdoors  (promote active healthy living) 
2. To create outdoor classrooms 
3. To eliminate illegal dumping (and reduce illegal activity) on abandoned railbeds  
4. To limit and control access  to the railbed  
5. To improve access to public lands  
6. To strengthen existing and grow new local businesses along the trail  
7. To reduce or eliminate landowner liability  
8. To provide an amenity that adds value to their community  
9. To create safe routes to schools 
10.  To provide an affordable way for people to travel within and between their 

communities 
11. To provide dry, level and direct places for people with disabilities to get 

outdoors 
12. To create jobs within and beyond  their communities 
13. To preserve an important part of their heritage 
14. To create a community gathering space 
 

 
 
 

14 communities build rail trails: 
 



1. Jane Schuechenzuber, GREGG TWP PC; 2. Amy Griffith & Michel Beaver, 
DCNR FORESTRY; 3. Sue Smith, LEMONT VILLAGE ASSOC 
4. Michael Beck, Owner, Café Lemont; 5. Michael Troyan, POTTER TWP PC, 
TRI-MUNICIPAL PARK; 6. Potter Township Planning Commission; 7. Spring 
Creek Watershed Commission; 8. Penns Valley Joint Planning Commission 
9. George Wilt, PROPERTY OWNER, INGLEBY; 10. Don Myers, PROPERTY 
OWNER, Spring Mills; 11. Andrew Richards, BELEFONTE HIST RR SOCIETY 
12. Josh & Jennifer Cunningham, Property Owners, SPRING MILLS 
13. Darlene Confer, GRANGE FAIR; 14. Annette Traband, CAROUSEL FARM,  
15.Frank Mcguire, IMBT, mountain bikers; 16.Martha Futhey, equestrian 
17. Julie Smith, equestrian, business owner; 18. Bernie Kiesnoski, Real 
Estate Manager, Fish & Boat Commission; 19. Jim Rosenborga, 
Landowner, Bergenblick Farms; 20. Mark Bigatel, Realtor, Kissinger, 
Brower Realty; 21. Greg & Mary Kay Williams, Muddy Paws Nature 
Center; 22. Richard Morgan, Property Owner, Rhoneymeade Arboretum 
23. Denny Hameister, Property Owner, Linden Hall; 24. Linden Hall Village 
Association 

24 
KEY PERSON 
INTERVIEWS 



67 
Likes 



239 SURVEYS 



96 
USER SURVEYS & 1ST PERSON INTERVIEWS 

 

TRAIL2CREEK 
 WEBSITE ROLLOUT 

Brementown Ballroom, Millheim 
 



USER SURVEYS & 1ST PERSON INTERVIEWS 
71 FARM FEST 

Grange Fair Campgrounds, Centre Hall 
 



72 
USER SURVEYS & 1ST PERSON INTERVIEWS 

CRIKFEST 
Coburn Park, Coburn 
 



53% 

44% 

2% 

29% 25% 

Penns 
Valley 

Brush 
Valley 

SC 
Area 

Other 

I Live In: 

3% 

12% 13% 
17% 

25% 
28% 

3% 

 My age group is: 

4% 

36% 

59% 

1% 

Daily: 

Weekly: 

Occasionally: 

Other: 

Frequency I would 
use this trail: 

20% 

70% 

10% 

Less than 2 hours: 

2-4 hours: 

More than 4 hours: 

Hours I would 
typically be on the 
trail: 

OVER 50 
 

of potential users we surveyed were 

and  more than half of them were over 60 



4% 

7% 

8% 

8% 

10% 

21% 

30% 

60% 

79% 

80% 

Commuting: 

Horseback Riding: 

Other: 

Teaching: 

Fishing: 

Access to Public Lands: 

Cross Country Skiing: 

Hiking: 

Biking: 

Walking: 

I would use the trail 
for: 

9% 

67% 

24% 

Less than 2 miles: 

2-10 Miles: 

More than 10 Miles: 

Distance I would  
typically travel:   

89% 

51% 

34% 

10% 

32% 

1% 

Cafes/Restaurants: 

Convenience Store: 

Gas Station: 

Lodging: 

Outfitters/Guides: 

Other: 

Businesses I might use 
during my visit: 58% 

28% 

9% 

3% 

2% 

Less than $25 

$25-$50 

$50-75 

$75-$100 

$100 plus 

$ I would expect 
to spend per visit: 

WALKING  

 

80% of the people we surveyed said they would 
use the trail for 



Our vision is to 
have a communal 
space for working 
on bikes that 
would be 
equipped with 
tools, a bike stand 
and information. 
We'd also like to 
use the co-op as a 
meeting spot for 
community bike 
rides, workshops, 
and other sorts of 
cyclist outreach.  
 

79% 
OF USERS SURVEYED WOULD 
USE THE TRAIL FOR BIKING 

 

CYCLING 
CULTURE 
EVOLVING IN PENNS VALLEY 

WITNESSING A 



200 RIDERS SOJOURNS 
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IMBA 
INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN BIKING ASSOCIATION 

BUILDING TRAILS FOR MOUNTAIN BIKERS 
OAK HALL REGIONAL PARK PERIMETER TRAIL 
 

http://www.imba.com/catalog/print-media�


19 PNDI’s OPPORTUNITIES & CONSTRAINTS 

 



Where to go from here… 
…FINE TUNING OUR VISION  

 

YES’s 
NO’s 
MAYBE’s 
UNKNOWN’s 

15  
25 
5 

48 
 

27 
MILES 



4 AREAS WITH SIGNIFICANT 
LANDOWNER INTEREST 

THE COMMUNITY BASED TRAIL 

TAKING A LONG TERM VIEW TOWARD THE FUTURE 
VISION 



4 AREAS WITH SIGNIFICANT 
LANDOWNER INTEREST & 
TRAILHEAD POSSIBILITIES 

THE COMMUNITY BASED TRAIL 

1 
2 

3 4 



OAK HALL 

1.23MILES 

LEMONT TO 



TRI-MUNICIPAL 

4.28MILES 

LINDEN HALL TO  

PARK 



SPRING MILLS 
1.74MILES 



COBURN TO 

5.33MILES 

POE PADDY 



NEXT STEPS  
 

OCT LANDOWNER WORKSHOPS- IMPROVING OUR VISION 
NOV PUBLIC MEETING- INSPIRING OTHERS TO CARRY ON 

 

 
 

Highland Cattle from the Bergenblick Farm adjacent to the former L.&T. R.R., Potter/Harris Township 

INITIATE INVESTIGATE INFORM INVITE IMAGINE IMPROVE INSPIRE 


	Penns valley rail trail
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	KEY FINDINGS �
	MESSAGES
	REASONS�
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Where to go from here…�…FINE TUNING OUR VISION �
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	NEXT STEPS

