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Environmental Analysis 
 
The LRTP 2044 is intended to guide the CCMPO in making programmatic decisions about future 
transportation improvements projects, and to provide information about how the Plan will impact not 
only the transportation network, but also the community where projects are being advanced. This 
chapter focuses on steps the CCMPO has taken to understand how projects may impact the natural 
environment, as well as key cultural, historic and other resources.  
 
Relationships 
 
At the most fundamental level, most of the CCMPO’s efforts begin with fostering of relationships. The 
CCMPO organization chart shows that the its transportation planning support staff includes members 
from the two largest planning agencies in the county; the Centre County Planning and Community 
Development Office (CCPCDO) and the Centre Regional Planning Agency (CRPA). These two agencies 
are either responsible for, or are at the least, proactively involved with local, regional and countywide 
planning efforts in Centre County. Because of the CCMPO’s unique staff support arrangement, the 
transportation planning staff has a role in many comprehensive planning efforts. 
 

 
 
Perhaps even more importantly, the relationships between the CCMPO staff and municipal officials 
helps identify potential issues early in the process. These relationships also extend to representatives 
of other key organizations, including the Centre County Conservation District, and local agricultural, 
environmental and cultural/historic preservation organizations.  
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The CCMPO enjoys a well-established, positive, and collaborative relationship with the PennDOT 
Engineering District 2-0 Office, including not only executive staff, but through all levels of the 
organization, including project management, municipal services and maintenance teams. The CCMPO 
also has strong relationships within the PennDOT Central Office and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA). 
 
All of these relationships help keep the CCMPO to be informed about potential community and 
environmental impacts at the earliest phases of project development. 
 
Project Scoping 
 
For LRTP 2044, the CCMPO revised its Project Request Form, which is required for submission of new 
candidate projects. The revisions were made to more closely align the submission of candidate 
projects with the requirements of the Linking Planning and NEPA (LPN) process being used by 
PennDOT to screen projects.  The LPN project screening includes the identification of potential 
impacts to a variety of resources and populations. 
 
The CCMPO’s Project Request Form asks for detailed information related to a proposed project’s 
scope, location mapping and description of how the project is related to meeting the LRTP goals and 
objectives. For LRTP 2044, the request form was expanded to include the questions that make up the 
Level 1 form used in PennDOT’s LPN process. 
 
By aligning these two processes, the CCMPO benefits from a better understanding of the project, and 
also its potential impacts on key community and environmental resources. While the revisions 
required additional work by project sponsors, the information helped better define projects that would 
address transportation problems identified by the sponsors. 
 
The projects submitted for the LRTP were vetted through the CCMPO’s adopted project evaluation 
process. This process screens projects based upon how important they are toward achieving the 
LRTP’s goals and objectives. Two of these goals and their defining objectives deal directly with 
sensitive community and environmental resources, and the consistency with existing planning efforts.  
 
Those two goals and defining objectives are:   
 

Environment and Air Quality Conformity 
 Improves air quality 
 Avoids impacts on endangered or threatened species, key natural habitats, agricultural lands 

and historic and cultural resources 
 Avoids impacts upon water resources (Ex. water recharge areas and exceptional value/high 

quality streams)  
 Promotes energy conservation 
 
Consistency with Planned Growth and Development Areas 
 Is consistent with County, multi-municipal (regional) and municipal Comprehensive Plans and 

associated documents  
 Improves/supports the existing transportation infrastructure in existing and planned growth 

areas 
After the projects were evaluated through the project evaluation process, the CCMPO prepared more 
in-depth Level 2 LPN forms for 58 of the 99 candidate projects that appeared on the Draft LRTP’s 
fiscally constrained project lists. The Level 2 forms were then reviewed by the CCMPO and PennDOT 
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to ensure the accuracy of the data for each candidate project.  Each Level 2 form produced an 
analysis of potential environmental impacts. 
 
The projects were further analyzed through the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) 
Environmental Review Tool. This online tool evaluates potential impacts on a multitude of 
environmental resources and provides findings and contact information to the appropriate agencies 
should a PNDI “hit” be anticipated. 
 
Using the data provided by the LPN and PNDI tools, and a review of County and municipal planning 
documents and maps of key resources, an overall analysis of potential impacts to community and 
environmental resources was prepared by the CCMPO. The findings of the analysis indicate that the 
LRTP 2044 project list has the potential for significant impacts to resources. 
 
The results of the analysis were presented at the statewide Agency Coordination Meeting (ACM) on 
June 24, 2015. The ACM is attended by representatives of federal and state environmental resource 
review and permitting agencies.  The meeting provided an opportunity for resource agencies to 
review the Draft LRTP and provide comments on the plan and its respective processes.  
 
Some key findings from the environmental analysis are summarized in a series of charts (Figure 34) 
below:  
 

   

   
 
 

Figure 34 
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The following bar chart (Figure 34) shows the total number of projects by type that could have 
impacts on the respective resources listed at the bottom of the chart.  
 

 
 
The following charts (Figure 35) show graphically the percentages of the LRTP projects evaluated that 
could have impacts on a resource: 
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Avoidance, Minimization and Mitigation 
 
The CCMPO’s goal with implementing any transportation improvement project is the avoidance of key 
community resources. However, as the analysis indicates, and as is depicted on the maps at the end 
of this chapter, avoidance is not always feasible.  

Figure 35 Continued 
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When avoidance is not feasible, the CCMPO and project sponsors focus on minimizing and mitigating 
impacts. As part of these efforts, five minimization and mitigation strategies are summarized below 
that have been or are currently being utilized by the CCMPO as part of transportation planning 
efforts: 
 
1. Alignment of CCMPO and local, regional and county land use planning efforts 
 
2. Alignment of CCMPO and PennDOT processes 
   - Review of Highway Occupancy Permit and Traffic Impact Studies/Assessments 
   - CCMPO staff involvement with Design and Engineering & Environmental Scoping Field Views 
 
3. Provide early education about environmental mitigation requirements to candidate 

project sponsors: 
   - Transportation Alternatives Program 
   - Multi-Modal Transportation Program 
   - Green-Light Go Program 
   - Community Conservation Partnership Program 
   - Local Bridge Retroactive Reimbursement Program 
 
4. Local resource agency coordination:  
    - Discussions with Clearwater Conservancy relative to possible improvements to Route 322 and the 

potential impact on conservation easement program plans 
    - Coordination with Centre County Agricultural Preservation Program staff during project 

development 
    - Discussions with Centre County Historical Society on the potential effects of the Route 322 

Potters Mills Gap Project and other Penns Valley projects on the Penns Valley Historic District 
    - Engage Centre County Conservation District during Circleville Path development 
 
5. Outreach to federal and state environmental resource review agency personnel 
    - Working directly with PHMC during LRTP preparation 
    - Engaging PennDOT and PA Fish and Boat Commission in discussions of potential Spring Mills Trail 
    - Discussing bike trail policy within State Game Lands with PA Game Commission 
 
The CCMPO recognizes that improvements can be made in the process, and has identified five 
additional strategies that will enhance efforts to avoid, minimize and mitigate potential issues: 
 
1. Participation in future updates of federal, state, local environmental and planning 

documents 
 
2. Enhanced alignment of CCMPO and PennDOT processes: 
    - Pilot for a Safety and Environment Project Scoping effort 
 
3. Pilot for a local environmental resources review process modeled after the existing 

Agency Coordinating Meeting that is conducted at the state level, which would possibly 
include groups such as: 

    - Municipal stormwater partners 
    - Centre County Historical Society (and/or other community historical groups) 
    - Clearwater Conservancy 
    - Local Water Systems 
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    - Centre County Agricultural Preservation 
    - Centre County Conservation District 
    - Local Trout Unlimited, Sierra Club, Audubon Society 
 
4. Targeted outreach to federal and state environmental resource review agency 
personnel  
    - Better lines of communication/info sharing practices prior to environmental review of projects 
 
5. Identify projects that aid/enhance mitigation efforts 
    - Alternative Fuel Vehicles and Infrastructure 
    - Congestion mitigation/idling reduction projects 
    - Improved access to fisheries 
    - Historic/cultural resource interpretation 
    - Greenways and trails 
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Figure 36 
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Figure 37 
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Figure 39 


