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Pennsylvania is investing in programs designed to support preserved farms
Pennsylvania leads the nation in agricultural preservation with 570,000 acres of preserved
farmland. The Pennsylvania Farm Bill signed by Governor Tom Wolf in July is the first ever
to enhance the state’s investments in farmland preservation.
These investments are aimed at:
• Helping farmers who are planning to or need to transition land to new owners or operators.
• Supporting qualified new and beginning farmers.
• Providing assistance with diversification and expansion to help farmers reach new markets.
The state has earmarked $2 million for its Agriculture Business Development Center—
aimed at helping agribusinesses thrive by providing technical resources and financial
assistance such as tax credits. “Agriculture is a leading industry in our commonwealth
with an economic impact that is nearly unrivaled,” said Community and Economic
Development Secretary Dennis Davin, “and it is critical that we ensure its continued
strength for generations to come.”
In addition, the state is encouraging farm owners who want to add specialty crops
such as industrial hemp and hops.
More than 5,500 farms have said “yes” to Pennsylvania agriculture, said Pennsylvania
Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding. “And now, we are saying ‘yes’ to them by ensuring
their future success through these investments.”
We take pride in what you do for our county and our state.
We’re introducing this quarterly Centre County Agricultural Land
Preservation Newsletter to keep you informed of updates to the
agricultural land preservation program. You may see your farm
pictured in this issue! We will present photos of all our
preserved farms at the Centre County Ag Land Preservation
Board meeting January 23. Stay tuned for a link to the presentation. Pictured above: The Evalene, Todd and Virginia Ishler Farm
~ Diana Griffith, Ag Land Preservation Coordinator

The new Preserved Farms Resource Center
It’s not enough to preserve Pennsylvania farmland. We need to ensure that future
generations are ready and able to continue working our land. That is the mission
of the new Preserved Farms Resource Center.
Complementing the work of the Pennsylvania Bureau of Farmland Preservation
and the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Land Preservation Board, the center is focused
on planning for estates, transition and succession, farm viability and businesses.
You can help to guide the center’s mission by completing a preliminary survey, even if you
have no immediate plans to transition your farm. See attachment.

Are solar energy panels permitted on a preserved farm?
Preserved farm land owners are being approached by commercial solar energy companies.
Is your preserved farm eligible? If the energy being generated is primarily for use on the
farm, and panels are being installed on your buildings to serve this purpose, the answer is
yes. Freestanding commercial solar energy panels are not permitted under the agricultural
preservation program’s rural enterprise criteria.
For more information, contact Diana Griffith, Ag Land Preservation Coordinator,
at (814) 355-6791, or dlgriffith@centrecountypa.gov

Ralph Wheland Farm

J. Roy Campbell Farm

Is your farm’s Conservation Plan up to date?
Continue to follow and keep up-to-date on your conservation plans as well as Manure
Management (MMP) and Nutrient Management (NMP) plans, if applicable. According to
the Pennsylvania Bureau of Farmland Preservation, a conservation plan becomes outdated
when you “change the plan” by changing your farm’s approved conservation practices.
Daina Beckstrand, Chesapeake Bay Technician with the Centre County Conservation
District, tells us that as long as a farmer is practicing everything in the approved conservation plan, it remains current. Switching from low tillage to no tillage is fine. But any major
changes to your conservation plans will necessitate an update.
Many of Centre County’s farms are following plans that are 10 or more years old. If your
plan is overdue for an update, talk to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
first. Centre County works with Scott Heckman at the Mill Hall office. The NRCS will
update your plan at no cost, but there is a wait. Contact the office now to secure a place
in its queue: (570) 726-3196
In addition, the DEP offers an agricultural plan reimbursement program especially for
landowners with plans that are more than 10 years old.
To see if you qualify and to apply to the 2019 – 2020 program, visit this shortened link:
https://tinyurl.com/t52h57l
This program reimburses up to $1,500 for a Conservation Plan. The program also pays for MMPs,
NMPs, or erosion and sediment control plans. You can submit more than one plan for reimbursement,
up to a maximum of $6,000. To date, farmers have received almost $1.4 million in reimbursement
dollars through this program. Once you register, funds will be reserved for you.

New subdivision options available through Act 33 of 2019
Act 33 of 2019 gives farmers additional discretion regarding the construction and
subdivision of farmland residences to make it easier to pass farmland on to the next
generation at a lower cost. For example:
• A preserved farm landowner can subdivide the property to include an existing home or an additional home
on no more than two acres of the preserved land. The additional home is to serve as the landowner’s principal
residence, or for an immediate family member, or to provide necessary housing for seasonal or full-time farm
employees.
• Or, the landowner may choose to relinquish the right to build an additional house. An affidavit would need
to be recorded with the deed. Benefits: Relinquishing the option to build an additional structure can increase
the easement value and offer tax benefits.
• If you have already relinquished the option to build an additional structure, that right is extinguished by the
current or previous owner in accordance with subsection (c)(6)(iv) of the Act.
• If both homes already exist on the property, there is no need to subdivide. A landowner is allowed one home
in addition to the home or homes on the property at the time of appraisal. If you have already constructed one
additional residential structure on your restricted land since the date your easement was granted, no additional
residential structures are permitted.
• The location of the residential structure and its driveway may not harm the economic viability of the preserved
farm for agricultural production. The replacement of a residential structure constructed under this section
is permitted.
• The location of the residential structure shall be sited in a manner that protects the prime, unique and important
soils to the greatest extent practicable.
• If selling the property, the landowner can subdivide to exclude one (1) of the homes in that sale.

Nothing in these subdivision regulations shall relieve the landowner of any local, county,
state or federal regulations, procedures or requirements necessary for the subdivision of land.
DEFINITIONS
Immediate Family: Spouse, parents, grandparents, children and grandchildren by blood, marriage or adoption, brothers
and sisters, in-laws (mother, father, brother, sister, daughter and son). Immediate family does not include cousins, aunts
or uncles, which are considered extended family.
Employee: full- or part-time farm hand
SUBDIVISION requires approval from the following:
• Centre County Agricultural Land Preservation Board (CCALPB)
• Planning & Community Development Office
• Local Township or Zoning Ordinance
• PA Agricultural Land Preservation Board
DEED REQUIREMENTS
• Change of ownership requires a 30-day notice to the Board.
• Restrictions in the Deed of Easement are to be recited
verbatim in the new deed.
• To relinquish the option to build an additional residential
structure, an affidavit must be recorded.
• Subdivision—Deeds must contain language regarding
construction of the residential structure.
• Landowner’s attorney should contact the County before
proceeding to ensure that the new deed reflects the language
in the Deed of Easement verbatim.
The new owner is required to adhere to the restrictions
in the Deed of Easement.

For more information, contact Diana Griffith,
Ag Land Preservation Coordinator, at (814) 355-6791

Cinda Corl Farm

PENNSYLVANIA AGRICULTURE IN THE NEWS
How PA hunters and processors can protect against Chronic Wasting Disease
•

Do not shoot, handle or eat meat from wild deer or elk that look sick, are acting strangely or are found dead.
However, keep in mind that most CWD-infected deer do not look or act sick.
• Report any sightings of sick or abnormal-acting wild deer or elk to the PA Game Commission.
• If you are hunting in or near a disease management area, place your deer’s head in PA Game Commission
collection containers to submit it for CWD testing.
• If you have your deer or elk commercially processed, consider asking that your animal be processed
separately to avoid mixing meat from multiple animals.
It is recommended that processors take extra care to thoroughly clean equipment after processing each wild
deer. When field-dressing or processing deer:
Wear latex or rubber gloves.
Minimize how much you handle the organs, particularly brain or spinal cord tissue.
Do not use household knives or other kitchen utensils for field dressing.
Double bag high-risk parts and dispose of in an approved landfill. Learn more

Gladys Houser (Hartle) Farm

Pennsylvania safeguards 27 farms in 15 counties for permanent ag production
On October 10, the Pennsylvania Agricultural Land Preservation Board preserved 27 farms
across 15 counties: Adams, Blair, Bucks, Cambria, Chester, Dauphin, Franklin, Lebanon,
Lehigh, Montgomery, Montour, Schuylkill, Tioga, Union, and York. In all, the board
preserved 2,115 acres on that day alone. Since the Pennsylvania Agricultural Land Preservation Easement (PACE) program began in 1988, federal, state, county, and local governments
have purchased permanent easements on 5,607 farms—574,642 acres in 59 counties
for agricultural production.
Learn more: See the full list of Pennsylvania farms preserved on October 10.
See our list of Centre County preserved farms on the last page.

Centre County has completed 2019 inspections of preserved farms
Each year we complete biennial inspections of county funded preserved farms and annual
inspections of easements supported by federal funding. We enjoy these visits to your farms,
especially when we happen to cross paths with you. We appreciate the opportunity to talk
with you about your farm, as well as answer any questions or address concerns you may
have. We even talk to the animals!
Usually, we inspect around harvest time. Our next set of inspections will begin in spring
2020, when we can see what’s growing. We will notify you in advance of our visit and
encourage you to be there if you can, though it is not required. Perhaps we’ll see you in
2020! Thanks for all you do.

This is one of two vehicles we’ve been driving to inspect our preserved farms.
If you see an unfamiliar vehicle on your farm, look for our logo.
We appreciate your hospitality and the opportunity to chat with you on our visits.

Let’s get together
The day that Centre County and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania preserved your farm
marked the beginning of a relationship with you. Just as you have preserved your farm so
that your farmland is sustainable, we are invested in your farm, working with you as any
concerns arise or transitions take place, and staying in touch. We encourage you to turn
to us whenever you have questions and need answers.
We understand how very busy you are and that mother nature dictates your schedule.
But we’re hopeful we can get together as a group, be it once a year or every other year,
to celebrate you and the work that you do. And rather than bringing everyone together
at Willowbank or another facility, what if the preserved farm owners—who are able and
willing—take turns hosting a gathering at your respective farms?
If this idea sounds like it will work and you’re interested in hosting, please email me at
dlgriffith@centrecountypa.gov to let me know what time
of year works best for you and share your
suggestions. We appreciate any help you can offer
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to bring our preserved farm land owners together.
Heads up: We’d also like to profile each of your
farms in a future issue. We hope you’ll accept our
invitation! Best wishes,

January 3
Pennsylvania Farm Show kicks off
February 5 - 8
2020 Sustainable Agriculture
Conference sponsored by PASA

Joseph and Delorse Homan Farm

