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On behalf of the Centre County Board of Commissioners and the Centre County Planning Commission, we are
pleased to present the 2020 Centre County Planning Commission Annual Report. The Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code, § 207. Conduct of Business, stipulates that the Planning Commission make a
written report each year (March 1st) outlining its activities to the governing body.
First and foremost, the 2020 Annual Report sets a framework of diverse county planning initiatives in a year
full of uncertainties due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In this unique year, staff performed with the utmost
amount of perseverance in delivering county programs and services, unbeknown when typical planning office
life and community outreach would see normalcy again. Our planning world, among all walks of life,
transformed into a virtual reality as everyone in the office received portable USB cameras to meet with our
various stakeholders, progressing with our individual planning and community development responsibilities.
On March 6, 2020, Governor Tom Wolf issued a proclamation of disaster emergency and Senate Bill 841 was
adopted with new standards for public meetings that did not require a physical presence of a quorum in one
place, but instead authorized the use of authorized telecommunication devices for a quorum of participating
members. Public participation became virtual as well instead of the traditional meeting room. The County
Planning Commission, Agricultural Preservation Board, Industrial Development Authority and General
Authority, Regional Planning Commissions, the MPO and alike are now all seasoned professionals in
conducting virtual meetings. Some would argue that public participation has diminished significantly in many
respects, although one would also speculate that public participations should increase with accessibility to
many meetings without stepping out of our homes. The Phase 3 Water Implementation Plan – Countywide
Action Plan proved to be an anomaly as a wide assortment of stakeholders gathered month after month to
deliver a comprehensive CAP. Participation throughout this process was atypical, but the stakeholders that
participated proved the virtual means of gathering gave us direction and guidance from agriculture to
watershed organizations.
Teamwork is essential among the staff of the Centre County Planning & Community Development Office, as
we influence one and another’s work products through collaboration and support for improved community
infrastructure, preserved farms, better broadband, livable communities, clean water and safer highway
systems. Undoubtedly, 2020 has become a year that has challenged our normal way of living and working yet
gives us hope of one day working on the third floor of Willowbank Building as one cohesive office. We value
the policies such as leave directives and remote work that the Board of Commissioners have instituted during
this pandemic that have kept us safe while working from home.
We look forward to providing in-person planning and community development services into 2021 as
vaccination centers proliferate and our healthcare industry progresses through the PA Department of Health’s
phased approach to subjugating this virus. 2021 should include the expansion of broadband within our more
rural communities that lack infrastructure, implementation to the Phase 3 Countywide Action Plan with
stream delisting and restoration, opportunities for green infrastructure through the new C-PACE program,
new Census data, more project collaboration with Penn State University, and other regional agencies such as
SEDA COG as our new Community Development Block Grant Coordinator. We look forward to the utilization
of CDBG-CV funding that will strengthen rental and utility assistance, COVID related safety equipment and
supplies, general assistance to social service agencies that deliver integral services to those most in need.
Hope springs eternal for recovery in 2021.
Sincerely,
Raymond J. Stolinas, Jr., AICP
Centre County Planning Director

MISSION STATEMENT
The Centre County Planning and Community Development Office provides professional
planning services to the citizens, communities and municipalities of Centre County. We
follow and manage a coordinated, cost effective and comprehensive approach to the
planning growth and development of Centre County communities.

February 19, 2021
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SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENT

One of the important tasks performed by the Planning & Community Development
Office is the administration of the Centre County Subdivision and Land Development
Ordinance (SALDO). This aspect of ‘county planning’ is done to help ensure that benefits
realized by development activity outweigh negative impacts that might result from an
increase in the demand on local facilities and services as well as providing assistance
concerning developer compliance with applicable local, state, and federal land use
controls.
To achieve this goal, the Planning & Community Development Office staff is charged with
the duty of administering the County’s Ordinance. The staff’s main focus is within the 25
municipalities that fall under the jurisdiction of the County’s SALDO, as well as to receive,
review and monitor all plans originating from those municipalities that have adopted their
own local subdivision and land development ordinances.
The administration of the County’s Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance is the
direct responsibility of staff member Chris Schnure.
In an analysis of the subdivision and land development activity data for 2020:
•

The total number of ‘subdivision lots’ created computes to 162 county-wide and
represents a –46.36% decrease in the number of lots created from the previous year’s
total of 302 lots;

•

The 162 subdivided lots are the third lowest over the last decade with the majority of
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the lots located in the Penns Valley Region (63 lots) and the Nittany Valley Region (30
lots);
Similar to the above, ‘land development units’ data compiled in 2020 show:
•

A total of 163 units county-wide. This number represents a –33.20% decrease in land
development activity from last year’s total of 244 units.

For additional information, please see the Centre County Subdivision and Land
Development Activity Report for 2020.

2018

2019

2020

LAND USE CONTROLS
The Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning
Code and Commonwealth Laws make
provisions for counties and municipalities
to adopt and employ additional tools to
regulate the type, intensity, and extent of
future development.
Together, these tools guide the division
and use of land, outline structural bulk and
density, ensure public safety and health,
and capture the community vision of the
future. The 2020 County and Municipal
Land Use Controls Table (on page 4)
details what tools are currently effective
within the municipalities and the County.
•

Comprehensive Plans

•

Planning Commissions

•

Zoning Ordinances

•

Zoning Hearing Boards

•

Parkland Dedication Ordinances

•

Building Permit Ordinances

•

Official Maps

•

National Flood Insurance Program

•

Agricultural Security Areas

•

Stormwater Ordinances

This is not an all-inclusive list of land use
controls.
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TRANSPORTATION
In conjunction with the Centre Regional Planning
Agency (CRPA), the Centre County Planning &
Community Development Office (CCPCDO) provides
staff support to the federally mandated Centre
County Metropolitan Planning Organization
(CCMPO). The CCMPO is responsible for long range
transportation planning and allocating federal, state
and local funding to priority projects. The CCMPO
serves as the liaison between Centre County’s 35
municipalities, PennDOT, the Federal Highway
Administration,
and
the
Federal
Transit
Administration for highway, bridge and public transportation projects. Below are the primary/
projects are involved.
2020-2022 Unified Planning Work Program
Preparation of the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is a required element of federal
metropolitan transportation planning regulations. The UPWP lists the transportation planning
activities to be completed by the Centre County Metropolitan Planning Organization (CCMPO) in a
two-year time period and must be updated every two years. The 2020-2022 UPWP was adopted
January 28, 2020.
MPO 101 Story Map

In February of 2020, CCPCDO and CRPA developed
and posted the CCMPO Story Map, which contains
maps, illustrations and text to explain to the public
the role of a metropolitan planning organization.
This story map explains the federal mandate, the
planning process, MPO organization, required
activities; grant related activities and the unique
arrangement between CCPCDO and CRPA to support the federally mandated CCMPO. The Story
Map is available at MPO 101 or from the MPO’s website https://www.crcog.net/ccmpo.
2020-2022 Centre County Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
The CCMPO approves funding for highway and public transit projects through the adoption of the
TIP, which details the expenditure of federal funds and some state capital funds for specific
projects within specified limits of fiscal constraint. Updated every two years the TIP, coincides
with the First Four Year segment of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's Twelve Year
Transportation Program (TYP), which is developed concurrently with the TIP and adopted by the
State Transportation Commission. This TIP was adopted June 23, 2020.
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Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2050
The CCMPO prepared and adopted the new Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) 2050 in September 2020.
Building on input about transportation needs collected
during 50 meetings with stakeholders in 2018 and 2019,
the CRPA, CCPCDO, PennDOT and Gannett Fleming/
Whitman, Requardt and Associates consultant team
documented the needs and existing condition of the
transportation system, forecasted future conditions,
and identified priority projects that can be implemented
within the fiscal limits imposed by declining funding
levels. The LRTP 2050 also begins to address new
federal performance measure and asset management
planning requirements, and includes new sections
addressing emerging technology and strategic
directions. The LRTP 2050 is tentatively scheduled to be
updated in 2-3 years.
State College Area Connector (SCAC) project (Route 322/144/45 Corridors area of Centre County
Centre County began collaborating with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, in
cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration, for the State College Area Connector
Planning and Environmental Linkage (PEL) study to evaluate transportation improvements in
southern Centre County. The PEL study is a high-level, early-planning study process for
transportation decision making that considers environmental, community, and economic goals in
this early planning stage.
The primary task in 2020 was the initiation, development and review of the Planning and
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Environmental Linkages (PEL) Public Participation Plan. This effort is an important part of the
process to obtain input prior to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements and
preliminary design phases of the project. Centre County Commissioners were invited and
accepted to be a participating agency as part of the PEL process. The PEL is a multiyear process
and will likely not conclude until Spring of 2022.
It is anticipated that the PEL will review the items listed below to provide direction on options for
the possible new SCAC.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assessing existing travel conditions and projecting/forecasting future conditions
Documenting project need and purpose
Inventorying community and environmental features
Identifying and evaluating potential solutions/alternatives to meeting project need
Determining a preferred alternative that meets project need
Obtaining environmental clearance for a preferred alternative
Conducting public involvement activities

An alignment will not be selected as part of these process only corridors for future analysis.
I-80/I-99 Interchanges/Jacksonville Road Betterment
The purpose of this project is to increase the reliability of the I-99 and I-80 corridors with creating
direct accesses to each of these roadways. By directly connecting I-99 and I-80 and eliminating
the stop controlled intersections at the ramp, passenger vehicles, commercial trucks, and other
vehicles will be able to arrive to destinations more reliably and safely.
The three parts of this project are:
1. Currently under construction is the I-80 Local Access Interchange (I-80/A18) to provide direct
access between SR 26 and I-80 interchange and will only be utilized by local traffic destined to SR
26.
2. Jacksonville Road Betterment (26/147) will reconstruct and widen SR 26 to maintain and
support the roadway network. Construction is anticipated to begin in 2022.
3. I-80 High Speed Interchange (I-80/B18) will provide a direct connection between I-99 and I-80
via high speed ramps.
Construction is anticipated
to begin is 2022.
Photo from Centre Daily
Times shows the existing
west bound off ramp to SR
26 (Jacksonville Road) and
current traffic back ups
that occur.

P AGE 8

C ENTRE C OUNTY P LANNING & C OMMUNITY D EVELOPMENT O FFICE

AGRICULTURE
CENTRE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION BOARD
The creation of the Centre County Agricultural Land Preservation Board in August 1989 signified the County’s
full-scale commitment to Pennsylvania’s farmland preservation program. The Centre County Commissioners
appointed nine members to the Board in accordance with the provisions contained within Agricultural Area
Security Law, PA Act 43 as amended. Since that time, the Commissioners have continued to support the
program by providing staff support and matching funds for the purchase of agricultural land conservation
easements. To date, the county’s agricultural land preservation program has created 55 farm agricultural
conservation easements in seven townships—bringing its total acreage for preserved farms to 8,205 acres.
The Board’s goals and objectives include:
•

Administering the Centre County Agricultural Land Preservation Board’s Pennsylvania Agricultural
Conservation Easement (PACE) program in cooperation with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and
participating municipalities -- in accordance with Act 43 of 1981 as amended and 7 Pa Code 138.

•

Sustaining Centre County’s agricultural heritage by purchasing, in the name of the County, or jointly
with a Local Government Unit and/or the Commonwealth, agricultural conservation easements within
Agricultural Security Areas. As such, the Board is preserving the County’s prime soils, protecting its
prime farmland from development, conserving its environmental resources, honoring the identities of
its small towns.

•

Supporting Centre County’s agricultural community by helping landowners steward their farms,
adhere to the requirements of their easements, and plan for transitions in their farming operations.

•

Encouraging the use of additional farmland preservation techniques through public and private
organizations.
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HOUSING
FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS PROGRAM
Realizing the American Dream of buying one’s first home is a goal that can be achieved for many
with the help of Centre County’s Down Payment and Closing Costs Assistance Program. The First
Time Home Buyer Program offers a zero percent, soft second mortgage in the amount of $10,000
or 10% of the purchase price, whichever is less.
In 2020, 23 first time home buyer applications were processed and 21 home buyers assisted,
which was a record since the Centre County Planning and Community Development Office began
administering the program in 2006. A special thank you is extended to all of the home buyers
who took advantage of the program over the years. At the end of 2020, 141 home buyers have
been assisted for a total of $1,345,591 since the program’s creation. The program is supported by
twelve participating lenders whose partnerships make affordable home ownership opportunities
for County residents. Housing affordability continues to be an issue in Centre County. Staff
continues to look for tools to address this important issue as well as meet with community
partners to work towards creating new opportunities. For more information visit http://
www.centrecountypa.gov/218/First-Time-Home-Buyer-Program or call the Centre County
Planning and Community Development Office at 355-6791.
CENTRE COUNTY FIRST TIME HOME BUYER PROGRAM 2020
# of Housing Units Assisted
CENTRE COUNTY (Total)

CENTRE REGION
College Township
Ferguson Township
Halfmoon Township
Patton Township
LOWER BALD EAGLE VALLEY
REGION

Assistance

21

$202,500.00

1
1
1
1

$40,000.00
$10,000.00
$10,000.00
$10,000.00
$10,000.00

0

$0.00

NITTANY VALLEY REGION
Bellefonte Borough
Benner Township
Spring Township
Walker Township

4
1
1
1

$70,000.00
$40,000.00
$10,000.00
$10,000.00
$10,000.00

MOSHANNON VALLEY REGION
Philipsburg Borough
Rush Township

2
1

$30,000.00
$20,000.00
$10,000.00

MOUNTAINTOP REGION

0

$0.00

PENNS VALLEY REGION
Gregg Township
Miles Township
Potter Township

1
3
1

$42,500.00
$2,500.00
$30,000.00
$10,000.00

UPPER BALD EAGLE REGION
Port Matilda Borough
Huston Township

1
1

$20,000.00
$10,000.00
$10,000.00
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MOSQUITO DISEASE CONTROL
The Mosquito Disease Control (MDC) Program is administered by the Planning and
Community Development Office. For 2020 the staffing consists of a County Coordinator and
one field assistant, both of whom are part time County employees. Per the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), regional coverage was expanded to cover
neighboring Clinton and Clearfield Counties which have been in need of increased coverage.
MDC staff responded to numerous citizen requests for information, dead bird collection, and
mosquito surveillance and control in 2020.
The DEP makes grants to fund County-level MDC programs for the purpose of (1) monitoring
the local mosquito population for the presence of West Nile Virus (WNV), (2) the purchase of
equipment and pesticide products for controlling mosquito numbers, and (3) public outreach
to teach citizens how to protect themselves from becoming infected by the virus. West Nile
Virus is:
a disease that resides in bird populations and can be transmitted to humans through the bite
of a mosquito that has previously bitten an infected bird. While most cases of West Nile Virus
in humans are mild or even undetected, in some instances the virus can result in inflammation
of the brain or spinal cord, and can result in death.
The MDC Program also performs mosquito surveillance for the presence of Aedes albopictus—
a mosquito species thought to be capable of transmitting Zika Virus among humans. The
Aedes albopictus is known to exist in southern Pennsylvania. Using traps designed especially
for albopictus, surveillance was conducted is conducted in Centre County from June through
the end of October 2019. No Zika Virus was detected in the Centre or the 2 neighboring
Counties. Nevertheless, residents should still take precautions against mosquito bites, as there
is always the possibility of travelers bringing Zika Virus to Centre County, and the ability of our
resident mosquitoes to transmit Zika Virus has not yet been ruled out by researchers.
Funding: The Centre County MDC Program was awarded $102,456.80 in DEP grant funding
and the program invoiced for $72,530.
Surveillance and Control: During the surveillance season from early April until the end of
September, larval and adult mosquitoes from various sampling sites throughout Centre,
Clinton and Clearfield Counties are captured and sent to PADEP in Harrisburg for
identification. The adult mosquitoes are further tested for West Nile (or Zika) Virus if they are
found to be a species that can infect humans with the virus. In 2020 there were 620 samples
in Centre County, 269 from Clinton and 126 from Clearfield Counties. Positives samples in
2020 were 4 in Centre, 1 in Clearfield and none in Clinton. The County’s MDC Program is also
responsible for collecting and shipping samples from dead birds for virus testing. Centre
County had 9 birds tested and Clearfield had 1 bird tested with negative results. In 2020 there
were no confirmed human or animal cases in any of the 3 Counties.
Pesticide applications: No adult pesticide applications were done in 2020 in any of the three
counties.
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Public Education: In 2020, the County MDC Program did not conduct any public education
events in any of the three counties due to the Covid-19 pandemic and at the recommendation
of PADEP.
Protect Yourself: Future activity is once again expected to follow the spike/decline cycle so
residents should continue to take reasonable precautions to avoid mosquito bites. Wearing
long sleeves and pants where mosquitoes are active, and using insect repellants containing
DEET are especially effective. Elimination of standing water around the home is the single
most important thing residents can do to reduce breeding populations. Examples in the
graphic below include: (1) Bird baths; (2) Clogged storm drains; (3) Standing water; (4) Clogged
gutters; (5) Compost piles; (6) Ornamental pools; (7) Leaking and/or open ventilation; (8)
Swimming pool covers; (9) Children’s toys; (10) Tires, garbage cans and lawn equipment; and
(11) Leaking outdoor faucets.

Bing images, Community Commons, 2020.

STATEWIDE TICK STUDY
The PA Department of Environmental Protection and the PA Department of Health continued
the 5-year tick study and Lyme disease data reporting which began in 2017. Lyme disease is
caused by the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi and is transmitted to humans through the bite of
infected blacklegged ticks. Humans can experience any number of symptoms including fever,
fatigue, headache, muscle aches, joint pain and the signature bull’s eye skin rash where the
bite occurred. If detected early, Lyme disease can be treated with antibiotics which typically
results in full recovery. If left untreated, Lyme disease can spread to and damage vital organs
and the nervous system.
Protecting yourself from a tick bite is the best method to prevent contracting Lyme disease.
Ticks live in grassy, brushy or wooded areas and on domestic in-door/out-door pets. Wearing
pants and long sleeve clothing that is treated with tick repellent chemicals and self-checking
for ticks is recommended. If you do find a tick on your body, the Centers for Disease Control
provides tick removal guidelines at https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/removing_a_tick.html.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
The Centre County CDBG program is a comprehensive source of federal funding that helps the
rural municipalities in Centre County meet their community development needs in Low to
Moderate Income communities. In 2020, the SEDA-Council of Governments was authorized to
administer the Community Development Block Grant Entitlement and Competitive Grants
Program on behalf of Centre County.
CDBG Funded Activities in 2020
Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2020 funds for Centre County is $351,058 and $115,190 for Bellefonte
Borough. The fund allocation is for the following activities:
•
1.
2.
3.

CENTRE COUNTY
Penn Township Water Tank Project $ 209,058/amended to $209,167
Haines-Aaronsburg Water Well Rehab $ 80,000
SEDA-COG Administration $ 62,000

• BELLEFONTE BOROUGH
1. Streetscape Safety Improvement $ 95,190/amended to $95,212
2. SEDA-COG Administration $ 20,000
Competitive CDBG Funding
The 2020 Competitive Block Grant in the amount of $1,148,650, if awarded, will go towards the
water well rehabilitation for the Haines-Aaronsburg Municipal Authority. The Competitive CDBG
program addresses large financial demands for infrastructure upgrades. The funding philosophy
of the Centre County is that water and sewer infrastructure improvements contribute both to
community health and support long-term economic development. Centre County communities
are encouraged to discuss their infrastructure needs with Planning Office staff to determine CDBG
eligibility. Since 1996, over $13 million in Competitive funds have been allocated countywide.
Program Monitoring and Compliance
PA Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) periodically monitors grantee
compliance with state and federal regulations by conducting both remote and on-site monitoring.
In addition, relevant documentation must be submitted to PA DCED’s Monitoring Activity Progress
Reports (MAPR) system. Grantees are required to have numerous, written plans, procedures and
policies to remain grant compliant. These policies no only govern the administration of the grant
but also direct the general conduct of county government. The County Plan and Policy Committee
developed new and updated existing policies that offer universal language for federal grant award
recipients. The most relevant policies to the CDBG program are fair housing, nondiscrimination,
language access and public accessibility.
CDBG guidelines require both 1-year and 3-year community development plans. The 3-year plan
highlights long-term community needs which can be evaluated for consideration in the 1-year
plan. The 1-year plan presents projects that would address a community need in the short-term
for which CDBG funding should be considered within that federal fiscal year.
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LOW AND MODERATE INCOME COMMUNITIES
Between 2018 and 2019, the list of entitlement eligible communities released by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) changed based on the low and moderate income household data
released in the 2011-2015 American Community Survey on which the low and moderate income community
eligibility is based. HUD considers a community as low and moderate income (LMI) when 51% or more of
households report annual income below 80% of the area median income reported for that community. Using
newer data to measure LMI resulted in which communities are entitled to CDBG funds. While the eligibility
basis on newer LMI data may appear minor the new measurement will affect where funds are allocated to in
the future. CDBG monies historically have been distributed evenly across Centre County’s communities and
that approach will remain in place. However, this LMI status change will determine a new landscape for
Centre County’s CDBG program as to those projects that take priority for funding awards.

LMI communities added in 2019

LMI communities removed in 2019
Snydertown

LMI communities that remained
eligible from 2018 to 2019

Baileyville

Blanchard

Millheim

Moshannon

North Philipsburg

Hublersburg

Jacksonville

Mount Eagle

Orviston

Unionville

Julian

Nittany

Port Matilda

Rebersburg

Woodward

This list is for Census Designated Places (villages and boroughs) only and does not include LMI eligible Census Block
Group geographies in which projects take place.

$250,495.00
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Housing Rehab
$0.93 million

Infrastructure
$7.86 million

Street

Public
Improvements Services
$0.53
$0.51
million
million
Accessibility
$0.44 million

Community Facilities (marked * in the graph) was allocated $65,970.

Other
$280,755

*

CDBG COVID-19 RELIEF
Additional CDBG funds were made available in 2020 to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 and offset
expenses to businesses and low and moderate income households affected by closures and
unemployment. The COVID-19 Relief Block Grant (CDBG-CV) awarded $149,552.00 to Centre
County which was distributed in 2020. The funding included subcategories with eligibility
guidelines by which grants were allocated including to emergency service providers.

$20,000

$10,000 Centre Volunteers in
Medicine
$10,000 Centre Safe

$45,377

3 months consecutive assistance
to low– and moderate income
households

$40,875

COVID related safety
equipment

$43,300

Equipment/supplies

P AGE 15

A NNUAL R EPORT 2020

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY ASSESSED CLEAN ENERGY PROGRAM

(C-PACE)
Resolution 17 of 2020 established a Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy Program (C-PACE). C-PACE
is a financial tool for property owners to obtain low-cost, long-term financing for energy efficient equipment,
renewable energy, and water conservation projects. Upon approving the C-PACE resolution, the
commissioners authorized the County to enter into a Cooperative Agreement with Sustainable Energy Fund
for the administration of the Program.
C-PACE can provide up to 100% funding of total project costs by placing a special voluntary assessment on
the property that repays the costs of the upgrades including equipment, labor and soft costs. Because C-PACE
is attached to a property assessment, it is a very secure form of financing. C-PACE financing is a voluntary
program. Once the County passed the resolution, the program guidelines were finalized and approved.
Commercial and agricultural property owners may develop a clean energy project and secure a capital
provider to finance the project. The loan payment is added to the property tax bill and collected as an
assessment. Nationally, more than $750 million has been invested through PACE loans, and many industry
experts expect that number to exceed $1 billion in the next 18 months. In Pennsylvania, C-PACE investment
could help retrofit one of the nation’s oldest building stocks and accelerate growth in a local energy efficiency
industry that already accounts for 65,000 jobs.
The Centre County Planning and Community Development Office was instrumental in researching and
presenting the topic and coordinating meetings between the Centre County Tax Assessment Office and
Sustainable Energy Fund representatives to develop the County’s C-PACE Program.
More information on Centre County’s C-PACE Program for commercial and agricultural property owners is
available at https://www.pacpacecounties.org/county/centre-county.

Image source: www.pacpacecounties.org
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PHASE 3 WATER IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
COUNTY ACTION PLAN
The Commonwealth continues to advance efforts to reduce its nutrient and sediment contributions to
the Chesapeake Bay from surface waters and stormwater runoff. DEP’s Chesapeake Bay Office has
targeted goals to be met by 2025 and the Phase III portion involves county-level action plans to
implement best management practices to meet reduction goals. Centre County was identified as a
Tier II county with a timeline completion of a county-level action plan (CAP) in 2021. Conservation
District staff and Planning Office staff jointly assisted consultants at Herbert, Rowland and Grubic, Inc.
(HRG) who led the planning process and plan development. Throughout 2020, numerous stakeholder
meetings were held with individuals and groups from across various industry sectors, municipal
officials, and conservation groups to discuss measures to reduce point and non-point pollution
sources from agriculture, forestry, treatment facilities, and MS4 communities. The plan’s priorities
are: (1) implementing initiatives locally for consistent results; (2) reporting and tracking results with
local volunteer monitoring; (3) achieving new pollution
reduction goals; and (4) research, training, and education.
Additional funding totaling $424,856 was requested from
DEP’s Chesapeake Bay Office Grants Program for
implementation projects ($324,856) and continued
coordination with HRG ($100,000) in 2021. The draft plan
is
available
at
http://www.centrecountypa.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/16435/20201209-CENTRE-CAPDRAFT-FOR-PUBLIC-COMMENT.

HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 2020 UPDATE
Planning staff provided municipal outreach assistance to Centre
County’s Emergency Management Agency (EMA) for the
County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) update. Consultants at
Michael Baker International led the planning process and plan
development. The County’s HMP serves both the county and
the municipalities in that the plan can be adopted by all entities
making them eligible to receive federal disaster assistance
funds. Municipal participation in the process is critical to both
the receipt of federal disaster funds for municipalities and for
the inventory and assessment of hazards. Key meetings with
municipalities were held in 2020 to explain the information
requested and how to complete and submit information forms.
Information collected included: (1) hazard risk evaluations;
(2) municipal capacity surveys; (3) national flood insurance program status; (4) jurisdictional
comparison of hazard risk between the municipalities and the county; (5) identifying new mitigation
actions; and (6) mitigation progress reports.
The draft plan is available at www.pennyslvaniahmp.com/centre-hmp.
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MUNICIPAL SERVICES & SUPPORT
Planning and Community Development staff continues a great working relationship with the County’s
municipalities. Staff support helps reduce overall costs to boroughs and townships. In 2020, planning
staff provided technical assistance to all municipalities outside of the Centre Region. Technical
assistance included:
•

Reviews and recommendations for zoning ordinance and map amendments;

•

Pre-submission guidance for subdivision and land development;

•

Comprehensive planning;

•

Mapping and data;

•

Community Development Block Grant administration;

•

Agricultural land preservation;

•

and grant writing assistance. Municipalities that do not have their own websites can request that
Centre County Government host documents and forms on their behalf, for example, the Act 13
Unconventional Gas Fee Usage reports.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATES & PROJECTS
Centre County’s core comprehensive plan update was completed in January 2020. The chapters are
available at http://www.centrecountypa.gov/212/Comprehensive-Plans. Implementation strategies
outlined in the update will be incorporated into both the Phase 3 Water Implementation County
Action Plan and the County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan Update.
The Nittany Valley Joint Planning Commission (Bellefonte Borough and the townships of Benner,
Marion, Spring and Walker) is working to address regional fire protection services in a joint ad hoc
committee comprised of commission members and fire company representatives. The committee
proposed seeking technical assistance from the Governor’s Center for Local Government Services to
perform an assessment and recommendations to improve regional fire protection services in 2021.
The Penns Valley Regional Planning Commission (the boroughs of Centre Hall and Millheim and the
townships of Gregg, Haines, Miles, Penn, and Potter) continued their 10-year review and updates to
the regional comprehensive plan also focusing on public safety services. Future discussions will
determine additional topics for the plan’s update.
The Milesburg-Boggs Township Joint Comprehensive Plan remains in draft format pending further
review by the planning commission and elected officials.
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NATURAL GAS ACTIVITY
& ACT 13 IMPACT FEE USAGE
The natural gas industry in Centre County in 2020 experienced no growth with the total number of
unconventional (Marcellus) wells remaining the same at 65, and no new permits issued. The last
new unconventional well drilled in Centre County was 2015, and the last conventional (vertical) well
drilled was 2010. This reduction is partially attributed to the drop in natural gas prices, coupled with
anticipated lower production volumes, and the higher production cost for wet gas common to
Centre County. The Average Annual Price of Natural Gas in 2020 was $2.05/MMBtu, down from
$2.628 in 2019 (U.S. Energy Information Administration). The price decrease below $3.00 triggered
provisions in the ACT 13 Natural Gas Impact legislation and thus resulted in a $5,000 reduction in
the per well impact fee. Note: The impact fee is based on the number of years a gas well has been
in production and the average annual price of gas. The Commonwealth’s Independent Fiscal Office
estimates that 2020 Impact Fees (remitted in April 2021) will be $144.9 million, a decrease of $55.9
million from the prior year. Act 13 Impact Fee Fund Usage reports for the county and the
municipalities which receive funds is available online at http://www.centrecountypa.gov/655/Act-13
-Fund-Usage-Reports.
Centre Hall Natural Gas Pipeline Project
In 2018, the SEDA-COG Natural Gas Cooperative was awarded a $1 million Pipeline Infrastructure
Program (PIPE) grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development.
The grant was used construct a point of delivery from the natural gas transmission main crossing
Upper Brush Valley Road. Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania funded and constructed the pipeline
network to Centre Hall Borough and Hanover Foods, who contributed to the project. Approximately
100 businesses and residents will be served. The main trunk lines were installed in 2018 and 2019
and, spurs were installed in 2019 and 2020. The Centre Hall Natural Gas Pipeline Project was the
first of several projects identified by the gas cooperative in their 8-County partner area.

Image source: Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania.
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BROADBAND INTERNET: PARTNERS & PROJECTS
Centre County continues to address broadband internet issues within rural communities where no
access exists and/or connectivity interruptions create barriers to reliable service. From the end of
2019 through 2020, Centre County’s E911 Office with support from planning staff worked with Centre
WISP Venture, LLC to lease space on three County-owned towers on which Centre WISP placed
equipment in order to provide fixed wireless internet service. The towers are in Centre Hall,
Woodward and Bellefonte. County E911 staff hosted a tour in March 2020 at the Centre Hall tower
with Pennsylvania legislators from the southeastern commonwealth region to discuss the project.
Planning staff provided information to Centre WISP for developing a business plan and customer
marketing.
In April 2020, planning staff coordinated with the SEDA-Council of Governments in the preparation of
an Appalachian Regional Commission POWER Grant for a broadband project in the Mountain Top
Region. Staff provided internet service coverage assessments from the County’s Comprehensive Plan
update and partnered with SEDA-COG’s Information Technology Office to solicit letters of support
from area businesses. The POWER Grant was awarded to SEDA-COG in November 2020 and a request
for proposals will be announced in early 2021. SEDA-COG matched the funding to offer $210,000 to
incentivize an internet service provider to deploy high speed internet to homes and businesses.
Staff continues to track federal and state broadband internet funding opportunities and results. Four
internet service providers were awarded bids in 2020 to serve multiple county regions from the
Federal Communication Commission’s Rural Digital Opportunity Fund: Windstream, Centre WISP,
Space Exploration and Commnet Wireless. Pennsylvania’s Governor Wolf signed in to law (November
2020) a bill to establish a $10 million broadband fund to further incentive internet service providers to
provide rural broadband. More information will be made available in early 2021.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE & TOOLS
Planning staff continues to provide administrative assistance to the Centre County Industrial
Development Authority (CCIDA) and the Centre County General Authority (CCGA). In addition, staff
provides data and statistics to economic development agencies including industry sector employment
and commuter worker patterns. Occasionally, staff can provide more detailed economic impact
assessments as time permits.

The Centre County Planning and Community Development Office maintains an inventory of available
lands and buildings which assist in business site selection analyses. End users may search for sites
based on several parameters to narrow site option through an interactive website. Each site has a
downloadable fact sheet that provides exterior photos and/or aerial photography and ownership and
contact information, when available. The inventory website is linked to the Chamber of Business and
Industry of Centre County’s website to streamline information. The inventory is at https://gisdatacentrecountygov.opendata.arcgis/pages/available-buildings-and-land.
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GRANT ADMINISTRATION
Category

Transportation

Economic
Development

Source

PennDOT Multimodal
Transportation Fund

Redevelopment Capital
Assistance Program

DCED - Keystone
Communities

Public Facilities

PA Department of
Education—Keystone

Environmental

PA Department of
Environmental Protection

Amount

Project Description

Status

$1,365,000

2018 - Local Bridge Bundle
- Lower Coleville Road, Spring
Township
- Front Street, Curtin Township
- Fox Gap Road, Miles Township

Anticipated issuance of
Request for Proposals Spring
2020

2019- Local Bridge Bundle
Anticipated issuance of
- Mill Street, Howard Borough
$3,030,000
Request for Proposals
- Railroad Street, Bellefonte
Summer/Fall 2020
Borough
Titan Energy Park Plant 1 and Plant
Executed application
$2,500,000
4
documents in February 2020
Centre County Grange Park Equine
$1,500,000
Closed out in September 2020
Center
Mountaintop Activity Center—
Project completed in 2020,
restroom upgrades & roof repair
grant close out in 2021
($50,000)
Mountaintop Regional Water
Project completed and
Authority—Water system upgrades
reimbursements in 2020
($34,000)
$100,000
Haines Woodward Water
Revised scope of work and
Authority—drilling a 2nd water
extended grant agreement
source ($14,000)
until June 2021
Mountaintop Pool - Purchase of
Project closed out in 2020
AED & First Aid equipment ($2,000)
Replacement of HVAC system at
Project complete, closed out
$27,000
Holt Memorial Library, Philipsburg
in 2020
Borough
Chesapeake Bay Countywide Action
Plan Implementation; engage
January 1, 2020 to June 30,
$100,000
stakeholders to develop plan and
2023
implement projects.
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2020 CENSUS OPERATION
The Centre County Complete Count Committee
(CCC) continued outreach into 2020 with
assistance from key stakeholders and County
Department Heads in promoting a high survey
response rate among hard-to-count populations.
Centre County’s CCC hosted meetings with the
County’s other CCC’s (Penn State University,
State College Borough and Bellefonte Borough)
with assistance from U.S. Census Bureau
Partnership Specialist Carol King. The CCC
included representatives from social service
agencies, school districts, business and industry, and tourism. Joint meetings were an
opportunity to exchange ideas in website development, messaging, marketing, and identifying
events and venues where committee members could target hard-to-reach audiences in
person. COVID-19 protocols delayed field operations and door-to-door surveys conducted by
Census Bureau employees. However, the County’s CCC diligently continued to provide updates
on their websites and through media releases. The 2020 Census Survey concluded in
September 2020 and Census figures will be released on April 1, 2021. Centre County’s CCC will
remain active until disbanded by the Board of Commissioners.

UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS & PROJECTS
Historic Preservation Internship
Staff hosted a fifth history department student in the office’s ongoing historic preservation
internship for the fall 2020 semester. The student assisted in performing field observations,
compiling architectural descriptions, and researching deeds for properties in the village of Pine
Grove Mills, Ferguson Township. The project will conclude in early 2021 with the delivery of
property inventory sheets to the Pine Grove Mills Small Area Plan Committee for their
consideration in advancing the history goals of the Pine Grove Mills Small Area Plan.
Penn State College of Medicine COVID-19 Session
Staff met virtually with first year medical students in August 2020 to discuss Centre County’s
CARES Act funding and planning perspectives related to COVID-19 operational protocols. Staff
shared with the students the eligible use of funds, distribution timeline, and measures in place
by County Government to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
Geography’s Department Landscape University (LU)
Geography students from the Landscape University reached out to staff regarding their
research on ties between water, energy and food consumption to determine if that
information would relate to planning efforts. Staff included them in conversations with
developing the County’s Action Plan for the statewide Water Implementation Plan Phase III
efforts.

2020 COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS
The Centre County Planning Commission is comprised of elected officials and interested citizens who represent the regions of the
County. The Commission meets on the third Tuesday of each month in the Willowbank Office Building. The Commission provides
valuable input on Planning and Community Development activities. The members are tasked with subdivision and land
development plan approvals, comprehensive plan review and recommendation to the Commissioners, and reporting items of
interest in their respective planning regions.
D. Richard Francke, Chairman

Centre Region

Term Expires: 12/31/21

Christopher Kunes, Vice-Chairman

Penns Valley Region

Term Expires: 12/31/22

Angelica “Mimi” Wutz, Secretary

Upper Bald Eagle Valley Region

Term Expires: 12/31/22

Michele L. Barbin

Mountaintop Region

Term Expires: 12/31/23

Robert P. Dannaker

Nittany Valley Region

Term Expires: 12/31/23

John Franek, Jr.

Moshannon Valley Region

Term Expires: 12/31/22

Dennis Hameister

Centre Region

Term Expires: 12/31/23

Freddie Persic

Centre Region

Term Expires: 12/31/20

Vacant

Lower Bald Eagle Valley Region

Term Expires: 12/31/19

OFFICE STAFF CONTACTS
Raymond J. Stolinas Jr., AICP

Director

rjstolinas@centrecountypa.gov

Betsy Barndt

Senior Planner, Housing Program Coordinator

bbarndt@centrecountypa.gov

Diana Griffith

Senior Planner, Agricultural Preservation
Coordinator

dlgriffith@centrecountypa.gov

Roy F. Hurd

Mosquito Disease Control Program
Assistant Coordinator Technician

rfhurd@centrecountypa.gov

Wayne L. Laubscher

Mosquito Disease Control Program Coordinator

wnlaubscher@centrecountypa.gov

Elizabeth A. Lose

Senior Planner

ealose@centrecountypa.gov

Stacy J. Mann

Secretary III

sjmann@centrecountypa.gov

Anne Messner, AICP

Senior Planner, Transportation

ammessner@centrecountypa.gov

Christopher D. Schnure, SEO

Subdivision and Land Development Planner

cdschnure@centrecountypa.gov

www.centrecountypa.gov/207/Planning-Community-Development
420 Holmes Street—Bellefonte, PA—16823
Phone 814.355.6791—Fax 814.355.8661

CENTRE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Michael Pipe Commissioner, Chair
Mark Higgins Commissioner, Vice-Chair
Steven G. Dershem Commissioner
Margaret N. Gray Administrator/Public Information Officer

February 19, 2021

