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Fro m t h e Ma n a ge r ’ s D e s k …
Mission Statement: The Centre County
Conservation District is a committed,
professional agency functioning as the
primary local source of assistance to all
individuals and organizations who
benefit from the county’s natural
resources that we collectively strive to
sustain and improve.
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2020 is “in the books,” so to speak, and what a strange and unusual
year it was! With impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, we had to
drastically change the way that we do business. Many of our normal
activities, including our seedling sale, Envirothon, and Farm City
celebration, were cancelled. For much of the year, County offices
were closed to the public. Staff continued to work hard to carry out
our delegated programs and duties, but were required to do so
remotely from home. These same restrictions have continued into
2021 as well. We are hoping to restore our previously cancelled
programs. We are again having our annual seedling sale, albeit with
modified practices to include contactless pick up. Our Envirothon
competition of local high school students will be held this spring,
although it will be “virtually” on the computer rather than at our
usual location at Bald Eagle State Park.
The Conservation District is a subdivision of state government and is
administered by a volunteer based Board of Directors. The District
board is currently composed of four farmer directors, two public
directors, one County Commissioner, and three associate directors.
We are fortunate to have a very involved and dedicated group of
individuals on our Board.
In 2020, there were eight full–time employees. We had significant
staff changes, with our long serving District Manager and
Agricultural Conservation Technician retiring. New staff have been
brought in to fill these vacancies, so at the start of 2021, we are
again fully staffed and working hard to fulfill our mission and goals.
Some of the programs that the District staff administer include: The
Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control; National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting; Chapter 105
Stream Encroachments; Dirt, Gravel & Low Volume Roads;
Chesapeake Bay; Nutrient Management; and Ag Conservation
technical assistance programs. The Conservation District also
sponsors the County Envirothon. Monthly board meetings are held
the second Wednesday of each month in Room 146 of the
Willowbank Building, Bellefonte, at 7:30PM, and are open to the
public. Again, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, meetings were
moved to an online platform, rather than being held in person. This
practice is continuing into 2021, until it is again safe for us to meet
in person.
Many thanks to those who support us and promote our mission.
Stay safe out there.
Yours in conservation,

Jim Coslo
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Dirt, Gravel, and Low-Volume Roads Summary

“
The 2020 DGLVR construction season was partially hampered due to COVID-19 restrictions. We were able
to complete construction and close-out for several projects. With the hope of favorable weather this
spring/summer, I do anticipate a busy DGLVR construction season for 2021. Public-road owning entities
,municipalities and other state or local public entities- may apply for DGLVR grant monies; funding
eligibility requires at least one individual who is responsible for project design and oversight to attend a
two-day Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance for Dirt, Gravel and Low-Volume Roads training. With
COVID protocols in place for the foreseeable future, the CDGRS is now offering virtual ESM training
opportunities.
DGLVR projects were completed/closed on portions of the following roads:
 Vonada Gap Road in Gregg Township ,Dirt and Gravel Road Decker Valley Road in Potter Township ,Dirt and Gravel Road Egypt Hollow Road in Boggs Township ,Low-Volume Road Siglerville/Millheim Pike in Penn Township ,Dirt and Gravel RoadCurrently, portions of the following roads have active DGLVR contracts:




Ingelby Road in Haines Township ,Dirt and Gravel RoadSawmill Road in Liberty Township ,Low-Volume RoadGordons Road in Boggs Township ,Low-Volume Road-




Hall Road in Union Township ,Dirt and Gravel RoadBlackhawk Road in Spring Township ,Dirt and Gravel Road-

Are you part of a public-road
owning entity desiring to be
ESM trained and therefore
eligible for DGLVR funds?
Contact the Conservation
District at (814) 355-6817 or
to learn more go to the
Center for Dirt and Gravel
Road Studies website at:
www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu
Above: Driving surface aggregate (DSA) placed on
Decker Valley Road in Potter Township. This low-dust
stabilized road surface should reduce the potential
for road sediments into Laurel Run, a high quality
stream.

* NOTE: With current COVID protocols,
the CDGRS has started offering virtual
ESM trainings - check out the website under
the “Education/Training” tab for upcoming
training dates and times!
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Above: Completed stream crossing on Egypt Hollow
Road in Boggs Township. Replacing the undersized
structure with one reflective of the stream width
allows the stream to move more naturally through
the road and will lessen the erosion potential at the
crossing. Stream material in the pipe allows
aquatic organism passage.
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Above: Driving surface aggregate (DSA)
placed on Siglerville/Millheim Pike after adding crosspipes and 2A road base material.
Low dust, stabilized road surface should reduce road sediments entering an UNT to
Penns Creek.

The DGLVR program promotes responsible road maintenance practices for not only a better public
road system, but a public road system with lower environmental impact on our streams. Oftentimes,
an effort to better manage drainage both from the road surface and keeping offsite runoff from
draining onto or across the road is key to minimizing road maintenance activities.

“Better

Roads. . . Cleaner Streams!”

Centre County Conservation District
would like to welcome

Dan Wesdock
My name is Dan Wesdock and I have recently
stepped into the Resource Conservation
Coordinator I position. I am eager to bring my
7ield experience to the team and continue to
learn from my coworkers. I grew up in Bel Air,
Maryland before coming to Penn State for a
Bachelor’s of Science in Environmental
Resource Management. Before starting at the
Centre County Conservation District, I worked
for an environmental restoration company
based in southwest Pennsylvania where I
worked on a team to install and maintain
erosion & sedimentation control BMPs on
stream and wetland construction projects. I am
pleased to be back in Centre County to enjoy
and conserve the natural resources we all hold
so dear.
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The Centre County Conservation District administers the Chapter 102, Erosion and Sediment
Pollution Control Program on behalf of the PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).
Similarly, the Conservation District also administers the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Construction Permitting program, and portions of the Chapter 105 Dam Safety
and Waterway Management program for stream encroachments permits.

Some program highlights include:

 The expiration date on all new PAG-02 (General NPDES) permits remain December 7, 2024.
 NPDES Individual permits continue to be effective for 5 years from the date of permit
issuance by DEP.

 NPDES form revisions continue to be made; to ensure use of the most current versions be
sure to check DEP’s eLibrary at http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/ and our website
at http://centrecountypa.gov/696/NPDES-Forms .

 NEW for 2021: DEP Chapter 102 ePermitting released in January 2021 for new General
NPDES permits (Notice of Intent submission for PAG-02). DEP plans to roll out more features
and options with ePermitting throughout this year. https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/
CleanWater/StormwaterMgmt/Stormwater%20Construction/Pages/Chapter-102-ePermit.aspx
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In Centre County, the number of E&S plan submissions continues on a downward trend. The number of
NPDES permit submissions dipped from 2019. Chapter 105 General Permits (GPs) have been variable
but saw a slight increase. Complaint numbers were up for 2020 while inspection numbers were down.
The COVID-19 Pandemic likely impacted the regulated community and our numbers and activities
during 2020.
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We are excited to announce we
are now on Facebook and
Instagram. The District will be
sharing a variety of helpful
content to keep you informed
on the latest events happening
in Centre County!

Please be sure to LIKE and FOLLOW us!

@centreccd
@centrecountycd

2021 SEEDLING SALE
Support
conservation &
improve wildlife
habitat in your
back yard!

Order By:
March 26, 2021

Sponsored by:
PICK UP INFO:
Centre County
Conservation Friday, April 23rd Saturday, April 24th
District
3:00PM - 5:00PM
9:00AM - 11:00AM
WHAT ARE WE OFFERING?

NEW PICK UP LOCATION

Two & three year old bare root seedlings:
Evergreens 4”- 10” average height.
Deciduous Hardwoods 6”- 18”average height.
Fruit trees - bare root 4’- 6’ average height.

Centre Hall Lions Club
153 East Church Street
Centre Hall, PA 16828
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MANAGEMENT
2020 Annua l Repor t
In 2020, the Centre County Conservation District
(CCCD) assisted landowners, as well as, federal, state,
and local organizations with projects that conserve and
promote healthy soils, water, forests and wildlife.
The District has been busy managing stream and
wetland restoration projects around the county. One
project involves working with a couple in Pennsylvania
Furnace to complete an approximately six-acre wetland
restoration and half a mile of riparian buffer
enhancement along the Beaver Branch. In 2020,
invasive species were removed from the wetland and
streambanks. In the fall, the District, volunteers, and
the landowners planted 270 trees and shrubs within the
riparian zone to enhance the site. More activities are
scheduled for 201 and beyond.
Three stream restoration projects were completed in
2020, as well. One involved over 900 linear feet along
Bush Hollow Run. In collaboration with NRCS, a
stabilized stream crossing, livestock exclusion fencing,
and off-stream watering was also completed on this
site. The final part of the project with be planting of a
forested riparian buffer along the waterway and the
main stem of Bald Eagle Creek. Another project
included bank and in-stream improvements along 1,500
feet of Sinking Creek. Fencing, tree plantings, and
pasture improvements will round out this project in
2021. The third stream improvement project stabilized
and provided in-stream habitat to 950 linear feet of
Fishing Creek in Walker Township.
In 2020, the Conservation District and County Planning
Commission embarked on the Centre County Phase III
Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP) and Countywide
Action Plan. The goal is to inventory all of the Best
Management Plans and other plans and practices in
place throughout the county. The Plan also lays out
blueprints to further protect and improve the
waterways of the county. A working draft was
completed late in 2020. A more localized plan was also
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completed in 2020. The EPA Clean Water Act 319
Nonpoint Source Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP)
for the Halfmoon Creek watershed was finalized and
submitted. This includes a comprehensive watershed
assessment, sustained water quality sampling, public
outreach and education, and a final product of a
“living”, working management plan for the watershed.
One product of the Halfmoon Creek WIP was the
initiation of a monthly surface water monitoring
program. By teaming up with Chesapeake Bay
Foundation and the Pennsylvania State University, the
District gathered water quality and flow data, while
delivering monthly samples to the PSU Analytical Lab
for chemical analysis. CCCD also collaborates with the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation and PSU to provide
students with on-going monitoring opportunities in
Halfmoon Creek watershed. This involves two solarpowered, continuous monitoring stations, monthly grab
samples (for chemical testing), and flow measurements
at 10 sites throughout the watershed.
In addition, monitoring groups continued to collect
water samples in each of the county’s five main
watersheds and report on the status of our streams.
Since 2002, members of the Centre County Chapter of
the Senior Environment Corps (www.ccpasec.org) at
ClearWater Conservancy have monitored county
waterways, through monthly visits to (~45) sites
throughout the county to conduct field measurements.
Two of the teams sample sites, in the Marcellus Shale
territory in the Beech Creek and Snow Shoe areas, are
analyzed by Susan L. Brantley at Pennsylvania State
University (PSU). The Keystone Water Resources Center
(formerly Spring Creek Water Resources Monitoring
Project) has been collecting data from Spring Creek
and its tributaries since 1997. The project has 15 surface
water monitoring stations, three groundwater
monitoring stations, and eight spring monitoring
stations. Information about this project can be found
at https://www.keystonewaterresources.org/.
The District and Bald Eagle Watershed Association
(BEWA) continued stewardship on established riparian
buffers at the three recently completed canoe/kayak
accesses on Bald Eagle Creek this year with supplies
provided from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. The
locations of these accesses are: the bridge in Milesburg
(2015), Curtin Village bridge (2016), and Dowdy’s Hole
in Howard (2017).
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Continued….

Additionally, both organizations enhanced the
buffer (on both sides) along Spring Creek at
Sunnyside Paddling Park, Bellefonte, PA. The Bald
Eagle Watershed Association’s website address is
https://baldeaglewatershed.com/.
The District continued its partnerships in conservation and watershed management with many
other county entities, including:


Penns Valley Conservation Association:
https://pennsvalley.net/



Spring Creek Watershed Association/Spring
Creek Watershed Atlas:
https://www.springcreekwatershedatlas.org/

Above: Canoe Access site maintained by Bald Eagle Watershed Association and
Centre County Conservation District.



Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited:
https://springcreektu.org



Spring Creek Watershed Commission: https://www.springcreekwatershedcommission.org/



Clearwater Conservancy: www.clearwaterconservancy.org



Moshannon Creek Watershed Association: https://moshannoncreek.org/



National Trout Unlimited: https://www.tu.org/

In early March 2020, the Conservation District held a public workshop at the Centre Hall
Lions Club to teach farmers and landowners how to write their own Manure Management
and Ag Erosion & Sediment Control Plans. 34 landowners attended and many more followed
up for materials and guidance from the CD ag staff.
The Conservation District Board approved 5 Act 38 Nutrient Management Plans for Crop
Years: 2021-2023. These plans are required for Concentrated Animal Operations
(CAOs) that have more than 2,000 lbs live animal weight per acre available for manure
application, under the operator’s control.
The Conservation District received a Growing Greener Grant to pay Contract Plan Writers to
write the necessary farm plans for landowners in Centre County. The landowner is
responsible to pay $50. The plans received average $350 - $650, paid by the Conservation
District. Landowners are encouraged to contact the District to sign up for this assistance
(offered on a first-come, first-served basis).

We have updated our agricultural web pages to offer resources and
information for developing farm plans.
Check it out here: http://centrecountypa.gov/200/Conservation-District
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The Chesapeake Bay Program is a unique regional partnership that has led and directed the restoration
of the Chesapeake Bay since 1983. At the District, we have a Chesapeake Bay Technician available to
help farmers navigate regulations and protect local resources! If you are interested in learning more
about this partnership, contact the District.

Total CBP Farm Visits Across PA
Counties in the Chesapeake Bay
Total Farms

1,868

Total Acreage

143,722 (4.7%)

Since 2016, the Centre County Conservation
District has been required by PA Department of
Environmental Protection to assess 50 farms per
year
to ensure agricultural compliance with
planning regulations. While COVID-19 disrupted
normal farm visits, we still have resources available
to help your farm get the plans you need.

The Centre County Conservation District is partnering with the
Chesapeake Conservancy and several other conservation
partners to collect Best Management Practice data on farms in
watersheds with impaired streams. This information will help
us tell the story of how farmers protect their natural resources
and water quality.

Are you interested in planting trees along
your farm’s streams? We have an
opportunity to receive free trees and
shelters through the Keystone 10 million
trees program for Fall plantings. Contact us
today for more information!

Pennsylvania is working at local levels to clean up our state’s
waterways that flow into the Chesapeake Bay. In 2019, the
PA DEP submitted the Phase III Watershed Implementation
Plan (WIP), which set forth nutrient reduction goals based on
locally-led initiatives to reduce water pollution, improve
quality of life, and obtain credit for previously installed best
management practices (BMPs). Within this plan, all PA
counties within the Chesapeake Bay watershed were tasked
with developing a Countywide Action Plan (CAP).

In 2020, Centre County drafted a CAP which
was finalized in January 2021. The CAP
provides a unique opportunity to reach clean
water goals the way Centre County
stakeholders think is best for our communities,
economies, and natural resources. In the right
graphic, the blue portion represents the
reduction goals set forth by the Phase III WIP
and the yellow portion represents the reduction
goals stakeholders presented in the CAP.
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PROJECT UPDATE: Halfmoon Township Dairy Operation
BEFORE

AFTER

The Centre County Conservation District partnered with USDA NRCS, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, and
Clear Water Conservancy to implement 13 BMPs on a dairy operation in Halfmoon Township to address
resource concerns. Prior to construction, manure was not collected from 100 heifers and runoff was
depositing into a Halfmoon Creek tributary. BMPs installed to date include a roofed heavy use area, manure
stacking facility, watering facility, 1,875 ft riparian forested buffer, and pollinator habitat. Over 4.5 acres of
riparian buffer was enrolled into Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) and planted with
native trees and shrubs. CREP is a USDA NRCS-administered program in which farmers are paid an annual
rental rate along with other federal and non-federal incentives in exchange for removing environmentally
sensitive land from production and establishing permanent resource conserving plant species.

RIPARIAN BUFFER
BEFORE
AFTER
1,000 tons of manure containing roughly
12,000 lbs. Nitrogen and 3,600 lbs.
Phosphorus annually

Nitrogen: 11,300 lbs./year
Phosphorus: 4,544 lbs./year
Sediment: 80 tons/year
With this grant, the CCCD and partners
were able to implement over 30 BMPs on 4
local farms. Livestock were excluded from
8,775 linear feet of stream, 24.8 acres of
forested riparian buffer were restored, 24
acres of Animal Concentration Areas
were eliminated, 4 manure storage facilities
were constructed to store 3,412 tons and 1.7
million gallons of manure. Further, over
1,000 acres are now protected with
Nutrient Management and Conservation
Plan development.
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2020 Annual Report- Education
In 2020, the Centre County Conservation District (CCCD) provided watershed education
to elementary school students in the State College Area School District. The District
provided virtual teaching lessons on streams and watersheds.
In addition to activities with elementary school age students, the District presented a
guest lecture in Penn State’s Ag. Systems Management/Environmental Resources
Management 309: Measurement and Monitoring of Hydrological Systems. This included
educating students on surface water sampling methods and overviews of the
Chesapeake Bay watershed and the Conservation District. The surface water sampling
resulted in both class projects and student posters presented at various conferences,
including the Sustainability Showcase, in State College, PA.
The District also assisted the Environmental Resources Management 447: Stream
Restoration course with data and project site for the course final project and student
presentations. This provided students with an opportunity to survey and design, and
provide a practical solution to an actual stream restoration project planned in Centre
County by the District and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
CCCD participated in the Centre/Clinton County Envirothon Study Day, teaching
approximately 100 students from both counties. The District also organized the County
Envirothon for May at Bald Eagle State Park. Unfortunately, this event was cancelled, as
many schools had shifted to a remote learning format and large group gathering were
discouraged, due to the pandemic. The State Envirothon was held, virtually, with all
Centre County school districts invited to participate. The State College Area School
District was the sole county school that chose to participate.
District Staff attended environmental education workshops and conferences focusing on
natural resource conservations, including riparian buffers, coldwater streams, Watershed
Implementation Plans (WIPs), and Countywide Action Plans (CAPs). The District has
been involved with the
PSU sponsored Natural
Resources
Leadership
Institute and the Spring
Creek
Watershed
Association Atlas Project.
Unlike years past, the
CCCD was unable to
provide
environmental
outreach exhibits at the
Grange Fair, Millbrook
Marsh Nature Center, and
supported PACD during
Ag Progress Days, as
these
events
were
cancelled in 2020.
Scene from a recent Centre County
Envirothon competition.
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Trees are more than just part of our natural landscape. They
provide shelter and food for wildlife. They absorb carbon
dioxide and produce breathable air. But did you know…
One large tree can make enough oxygen in one day for
2 people.
A single tree can absorb 48 pounds of carbon dioxide
from car emissions per year.

Contest Details:

One large tree can remove up to 100 gallons of water
from the soil and release it into the air per day.

The deadline to submit digital
entries to the Conservation District
is Wednesday, May 19, 2021.

One person uses enough wood related products per year
to equal a 100 foot tall tree by 18 inches in diameter.

All entries must be in .jpg format.
Submit entries to:
jdsmith@centrecountypa.gov

For more information:
https://www.nacdnet.org

Every year Centre County Conservation District hosts the
annual poster contest sponsored by The National Association of
Conservation Districts (NACD) and the NACD Auxiliary, along
with Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts
(PACD). The key focus for the poster contest is to inspire and
educate our youth on the bene"its of conservation within their
community.
This year’s theme is:
“Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities”

Note: Due to the current
COVID pandemic, the
District will only accept
digital entries. Mailed,
hardcopy posters will not
be accepted.

The National Conservation Poster Contest is open to public,
private or home school children in kindergarten through sixth
grade. It provides a chance for students to become active in the
pursuit for a sustainable environment while being creative and
having fun! Winning entries will be selected and sent to the
state level for judging. State winning entries will be sent to the
national level where one overall winner will be selected!
For an Educator’s Guide or printable resources, please visit:
http://www.nacdnet.org/conservation-education-hub/
For additional resources visit:
http://www.visitmyforest.org
http://www.iTreeTools.org

Sponsored by:
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Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts, Inc.
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U.S. Postage
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(All dates subject to change)

Dr. Robert Shannon, Chair
Allen Ishler, Vice-Chair
Steven Dershem, Commissioner
Tom Boldin, Michael Messina,
Matthew Ulmer, James Walizer

M ARCH
3
World Wildlife Day
10
Board Meeting
14
Daylight Saving
14
International Day of Action for Rivers
21
International Day of Forests
A PRIL
2
Spring Break - closed
3
Statewide Opening Day-Trout Season
14
Board Meeting - (tentative)
18-24 Conservation District Week
22
Earth Day
23-24 Seedling Sale Distribution
(at Centre Hall Lions Club)

30

Arbor Day

M AY
American Wetlands Month
12
Board Meeting - (tentative)
30
Memorial Day - closed

SAVE PAPER & GO GREEN!
If you wish to receive the
newsletter electronically,
contact our office at
(814) 355-6817

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Donn Fetterolf
Martin Melville, Lori Hartle

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Michael Pipe
Mark Higgins
Steven Dershem

DISTRICT STAFF
Jim Coslo, Jr - District Manager
Justin Kozak - Watershed/Ed. Specialist
Daina Beckstrand - Ag. Conservation
Technician
Allyson Ulsh - Chesapeake Bay Tech.
Mike Philippe - Resource Conservation
Coordinator II
Chris Myers - Resource Conservation
Coordinator I
Dan Wesdock - Resource Conservation
Coordinator I
Brandi Marks - Fiscal Technician

RECYCLING HOTLINE
(814) 238-6649
PA DEP EMERGENCY HOTLINE
1-800-541-2050

Julee Smith - Department Clerk III

USDA - Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS)
Tel. (570) 749-3068

COMMISSIONERS
(814) 355-6700
PLANNING OFFICE
(814) 355-6791

Amanda Coleman - Acting Supervisory
District Conservationist
Bryan Conklin - Engineering Technician
Cindy Kerstetter - Program Assistant

