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2021

Conservation Award s
The FARM CITY DINNER was held October 27, 2021 at the New Hope Lutheran Church in Spring Mills.
This year the community was able to gather in person to highlight the importance of the relationships
between our farmers and urban neighbors. Tyler Groh, Ph.D., assistant research professor in the
Ecosystem Science and Management Department at Penn State University was the guest speaker
discussing the benefits of biochar to improve soil and capture excess nutrients.

50 Ye ars of Service
In 2021, the Conservation District had a special recognition for
one of its board members, Tom Boldin. Tom has volunteered his
time and talent to the Conservation District continuously for the
last 50 years. He started by finishing unexpired terms on several
farmer directors, and was soon after appointed to his own board
term. He has served as a Board Chairman, Vice Chairman, and
served on many committees. In the absence of a District
Manager, Tom has stepped in to run the daily operations at the
Conservation District office. Tom has a lifelong interest in
agriculture. He grew up on his family dairy farm, was involved in
4-H and was a member of the FFA, where he was introduced to
soil judging, a topic that still fascinates and inspires him to this
day. Tom is an alumnus of St. John the Evangelist Parochial
School, Bellefonte Area High School, and Penn State University,
where he earned a degree in Ag Business. He served a year as
State Vice President of Region 5 of the FFA and also served our country in the Army Reserves. Tom was
ordained a permanent deacon in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Altoona Johnstown in 2004. He recently
retired as a Catholic Chaplain and Chaplain Program Director at SCI Rockview. Tom’s knowledge of Soil and
Best Management Practices had guided the management of his farming operation. His farm has been no-till
for 44 years. In 1982, the Conservation District recognized Tom as the Outstanding Conservation Farmer of the
year. Tom and his wife, Shirley, were both born and raised here in Centre County, and they celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in 2021. Tom still serves on the Conservation District board, and it is our hope that he
continues to do so, sharing his knowledge, experience and expertise, for many years to come!

OUTSTANDING CONSERVATION
FARMER AWARD
The 2021 Outstanding Conservation Farmer Award was
presented to several members of the Weaver Family, Owners/
Operators of the Weaver Family Farm in Halfmoon Township.
The Weaver Family worked with Penn State Extension, USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Centre County
Conservation District, Chesapeake Bay Foundation,
ClearWater Conservancy, and many other conservation
partners to install best management practices (BMPs) on
their farms to protect water quality, soil health, herd health,
and their farm as a whole. 37 BMPs were installed on their
farms including but not limited to a Roofed Heavy Use Area, Manure Stacking Facility, Cattle Walkway, Manure
Storage Facility, Rain Garden, Stream Crossing, Streambank Fencing, and Riparian Buffer. Thank you Weaver
Family, for your conservation stewardship!
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Cle an Stre ams Award
C
The 2
2021 Clean Streams Award was presented to Mark Byler of AM
Logging, LLC. AM Logging started operations in 2007. Today, they
Logg
have fully mechanized timber harvesting operations, utilizing feller
bunchers and grapple skidders to safely and efficiently remove timber
bunc
from the woods. They have one crew dedicated to land clearing for oil
and gas,
g commercial, and agricultural development. Road
construction to access timber sales is done in-house and utilizes E&S
cons
BMPs such as turnouts and broad-based dips to reduce the potential
BMP
soil erosion. Land clearing projects also involve
for accelerated
a
installing E&S BMPs outside the realm of traditional timber harvesting.
insta
is also involved with more traditional development
AM Logging
L
projects, such as residential subdivisions, where they utilize E&S BMPs
proje
such as silt sock, sediment basins, and stormwater basins. Mark Byler
has been
b
with AM Logging for many years planning out timber
harvesting operations. He ensures that the harvests occur in a
harve
sustainable manner and utilize the necessary control measures.
susta
Potential impacts to soil and water resources are addressed in the
Pote
required written timber harvesting E&S plans. Over the years, Mark
requ
contacted the Conservation District to discuss Chapter
has regularly
r
102 rregulations or request permitting guidance related to stream
encroachments
prior to the start of a project. Additionally, DCNR
encro
through the Sustainable Forestry Initiative, which Mark is.
requires a logging crew member to be certified
cert
Mark Byler and AM Logging have shown a commitment to our local forests and waterways and
demonstrated resource concerns related to our forested watershed as part of their business. The
Conservation District is pleased to recognize their efforts towards protecting clean streams.

Watershed Stewardship Award
The 2021 Watershed Stewardship Award was presented to
Marion and John Sheridan. The Sheridans are the proud owners
of a farmstead and wildlife refuge along the Beaver Branch
stream in Pennsylvania Furnace. The Conservation District first
visited their property in September 2018. They were looking for
ideas on how to manage high water events that were
encroaching on their property. After considering several
options and receiving guidance from the Conservation District,
the Sheridans decided to go the ‘natural route’ to nurture the
landscape to better handle storm events and flooding with the
establishment of riparian buffers and wetland restoration/
enhancement. Putting this plan into motion required a survey
of the land, the creation of a plan, and the securing of funding
and expertise. The project involved wetland restoration on a 4-acre area and the creation of a 2-acre
streamside buffer involving the removal of invasive grasses and the planting of native trees and shrubs. The
property has become a haven for wildlife with regular visits by great blue herons, snowy egrets, red-winged
blackbirds, American kestrels, red-tailed hawks, and eastern box turtles, with appearances by bald eagles and
northern harriers. Partners in this project included the Conservation District, Clearwater Conservancy,
Susquehanna University, BluAcres LLC., Chesapeake Conservancy, Fruittown Land Stewardship, Partners for
Fish & Wildlife, PA DCNR, PA DEP, US Fish and Wildlife Service, as well as the Sheridans and their friends.
John and Marion were involved in every step of this project, including countless hours of planning and
landscape maintenance. The Sheridans stated “The project has been both educational and exciting.”

A special thank you to the businesses, agencies, and individuals for
their generous donations and continued support.
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With COVID-19 restrictions hampering construction in 2020, the 2021 construction season was certainly a busy
one! With the hope of favorable weather this spring/summer, another busy DGLVR construction season for 2022
is anticipated!
Public-road owning entities (municipalities and other state or local public entities) may apply for DGLVR grant
monies; funding eligibility requires at least one individual who is responsible for project design and oversight to
attend an Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) certification course. The Center for Dirt and Gravel Road
Studies has continued offering this training and has been providing hybrid ESM training opportunities. The
program has two funding allotments – one for Dirt & Gravel Roads and one for Low-Volume (paved, tar-n-chip)
Roads. Becoming ESM trained is the first step!
DGLVR projects were completed/closed on portions of the following roads:
i Ingelby Road (Dirt and Gravel Road) – Haines Township
i Sawmill Road (Low-Volume Road) – Liberty Township
i Gordons Road (Low-Volume Road) – Boggs Township
i Hall Road (Dirt and Gravel Road) – Union Township
i Blackhawk Road (Dirt and Gravel Road) – Spring Township
Currently, portions of the following roads have active DGLVR contracts:
¡ Ingleby Road – Phase 2 (Dirt and Gravel Road) – Haines Township
¡ Boal Gap Road (Dirt and Gravel Road) – Potter Township
¡ Tunnel Road (Low-Volume Road) – Penn Township

Above: Drainage improvements on Ingleby Road in
Haines Township included new ‘shallow’ cross pipes and
raising the entrenched road elevation with fill to better
promote sheet flow. These improvements will limit the
amount of road sediments entering High Valley Run, a

high quality stream.

Above: Drainage improvements on Blackhawk Road in
Spring Township included additional culverts, road base
and DSA. The improved drainage and stable road surface
will lessen road sediments into a tributary of Gap Run, a
high quality stream.

The DGLVR program promotes responsible road maintenance practices for not only a better public road
system, but a public road system with lower environmental impact on our streams. Oftentimes, an effort
to better manage drainage both from the road surface and keeping offsite runoff from draining onto or
across the road is key to minimizing road maintenance activities.

“ Better Roads. . . Cleaner Streams!”
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Are you part of a public-road
owning entity desiring to be
ESM trained and therefore
eligible for DGLVR funds?

Above: Drainage improvements on Sawmill Road in Liberty
Township included the addition of a culvert, stabilizing 950’ of
road ditch and installation of 350’ of road base repair/French
mattress. These improvements will reduce road sediments
being deposited into a tributary to Beech Creek.

Contact the Conservation
District at (814) 355-6817 or
check out the Center for Dirt
and Gravel Road Studies
website at:
www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu
to learn more.

Compost Filter Sock and other sediment barriers prevent suspended
sediment from having a direct pathway to surface waters.

Compost sock should be
installed parallel to existing
contours, with the ends
extended upslope to capture
sediment.

Filter media such as shredded mulch prevents runoff from
flowing underneath the sock untreated. For more info visit:
https://centrecountypa.gov/484/Erosion-Sediment-Control

When installed
correctly, these barriers
slow the velocity of
sediment-laden runoff,
allowing heavier soil
particles to settle out
and accumulate against
the upslope side of the
sock.
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EROSION & SEDIMENT POLLUTION CONTROL
PROGRAM 2020 UPDATE
The Centre County Conservation District administers the
Chapter 102, Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control
Program on behalf of the PA Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP). Similarly, the
Conservation District also administers the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Construction Permitting program, and portions of the
Chapter 105 Dam Safety and Waterway Management
program for stream encroachment permits.
Some recent program highlights include:
x

As of March 1, 2022 DEP has rolled out PAG-01, a
NPDES permit for small construction projects (< 5
acres) in non-special protection watersheds. More
information can be found at: https://www.dep.pa.gov/
Business/Water/CleanWater/StormwaterMgmt/
Stormwater%20Construction/Pages/E-S%
20Resources.aspx

x

The Conservation District anticipates DEP will soon
discontinue acceptance of paper applications for
Chapter 105 GP’s and Chapter 102 NPDES and rely
on submissions via ePermitting. Additional
information regarding Ch. 105 ePermitting can be
found at: https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/
Waterways/Pages/ePermitting.aspx

x

Additional information regarding Ch. 102 ePermitting
can be found at: https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/
Water/CleanWater/StormwaterMgmt/Stormwater%
20Construction/Pages/Chapter-102-ePermit.aspx

x

NPDES form revisions continue to be made; to
ensure use of the most current versions be sure to
check DEP’s E&S Resources page at: https://
www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/CleanWater/
StormwaterMgmt/Stormwater%20Construction/
Pages/E-S%20Resources.aspx

TRENDS

In Centre County, the number of E&S plan
submissions remained similar to 2020, but
overall the trend is downward. Chapter 105
GP’s and Complaints remained variable,
while the number of General and Individual
NPDES saw a slight uptick. Inspections
increased year over year from 2020 to 2021.
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2021 Annual Report- Education
In 2021, the Centre County Conservation District (CCCD) provided environmental education to various
audiences throughout the county, delivering messages through various media. One example of such was the
guest lecture in Penn State’s Ag. Systems Management/Environmental Resources Management 309:
Measurement and Monitoring of Hydrological Systems. This included educating students on surface water
sampling methods and overviews of the Chesapeake Bay watershed and the Conservation District. The surface
water sampling resulted in both class projects and student posters presented at various conferences, including the
Sustainability Showcase, in State College, PA.
The District also assisted the Environmental Resources Management 447: Stream Restoration course with data
and project site for the course final project and student presentations. This provided students with an
opportunity to survey and design, and provide a practical solution to an actual stream restoration project planned
in Centre County by the District and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

CCCD participated in the Centre/Clinton County Envirothon Study Day, teaching (virtually, this year)
approximately 100 students from both counties. The District also organized the county Envirothon competition
for April. Due to circumstances, event took place online, with students completing the test over the course of the
school week. Four schools were able to participate, with a team from Bald Eagle Area School District winning
the competition. This team then went on to compete in the statewide Pennsylvania Envirothon event.
The District continued to offer educational opportunities, including curriculum and educational resources.
Several schools utilized the teaching materials, such as the Enviroscape: Watershed teaching model, aquatic
macroinvertebrate plates, and water quality testing educational tools. CCCD also acquired more animal pelts
and skulls to utilize for Envirothon and other science curriculum.
District staff attended environmental education
workshops and conferences focusing on natural
resource conservations, including riparian buffers,
coldwater streams, Watershed Implementation
Plans (WIPs), and Countywide Action Plans
(CAPs). Staff was interviewed for an outreach
video, which will inform viewers about the
history of a local watershed (Halfmoon Creek),
what is being done to improve this watershed’s
water quality, and how it affects the health of the
Chesapeake Bay.
CCCD’s annual Farm City banquet occurred in
October 2021, which included a guest speaker
from Penn State University Extension educating
attendees on the use of biochar to improve soil
and capture excess nutrients. The District also
presented awards to recipients exemplifying great
work in the fields of Watershed Stewardship,
Erosion & Sediment Control, and Agriculture.

Figure 1. Monitoring station on Halfmoon Creek. Students
from ‘Ag. Systems Management/Environmental Resources
Management 309: Measurement and Monitoring of
Hydrological Systems’ course will utilize this data to
produce informed class reports.
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2 021 ANNUAL REPORT
WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

In 2021, the Centre County Conservation District
(CCCD) assisted landowners, as well as, federal, state,
and local organizations with projects that conserve and
promote healthy soils, water, forests and wildlife.
The District has continued its involvement in stream,
wetland, and riparian buffer restoration and enhancement
projects around the county. One project completed in
2021 was a six-acre wetland restoration and half a mile
of riparian buffer enhancement along the Beaver Branch
in Pennsylvania Furnace. To deliver this project
successfully, invasive species suppression and the
planting of 800 trees and shrubs occurred. Additional
plantings/replantings and maintenance will continue in
2022. CCCD also helped coordinate the establishment
of a Penn State University research plot on this parcel,
which will study the effectiveness of biocharincorporated soil to capture nutrients flowing off a crop
field prior to entering the nearby Beaver Branch stream.
Two other 2021 District projects took place in the Penns
Creek watershed. One involved obtaining a PACD
Multifunctional Buffer Program grant to restore two
acres of forested riparian buffer, using organic methods,
with the intent for harvestable buffer products. The
other project is the second phase of improvements on an
agricultural property in Sinking Creek included a
collaboration with NRCS to install 16,603 linear feet of
livestock fencing (pasture and stream exclusion) and the
development of a one acre riparian buffer plan to be
implemented in 2022.
To round out projects for 2021, the District collaborated
with National Trout Unlimited and US Fish & Wildlife
Service to create plans for stream restoration and riparian
buffer installation on a stream reach in the Marsh Creek
watershed and two in the Bald Eagle Creek watershed.
These projects will restore approximately 3,500 linear
feet of stream and create nearly three acres of forested
riparian buffer. These projects are funded and will reach
completion in 2022.
In 2021, the Conservation District and County Planning
Commission continued to make progress on the Centre
County Phase III Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP)
and Countywide Action Plan. With a working plan in
place, outreach and implementation in underway. The
intent is to further protect and improve the waterways of
the county and contribute toward the improved over
health of the Chesapeake Bay watershed.
At smaller scale, the Halfmoon Creek Watershed Plan
(HCWP), initiated in 2019, was approved by the US
EPA & PA DEP in 2021, as a federal Clean Water Act

Figure 1. A reach of Moshannon Creek affected by
past mining operations downstream of a potential
remediation site

319 Nonpoint Source Management Plan. This triggered
the second phase of the plan, spurring a flurry of
collaborative efforts by multiple agencies and
stakeholders throughout the region. Progress is ongoing
with continued interest by residents of the watershed.
Another consistent result of the HCWP is monthly
surface water sampling at 10 locations throughout the
watershed is monitoring the health of the stream.
Together with Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the
Pennsylvania State University, the District is compiling
data related to the quantity (depth and velocity) and
quality (chemical and sediment). This partnership also
provides hands-on experience and class projects for
college students.
The development of another Clean Water Act 319
Nonpoint Source Management Plan also began in 2021.
The Marsh Creek Watershed Plan kicked-off with initial
stakeholder meetings and the gathering of existing BMPs
and other data related to the watershed. Through
collaboration with Susquehanna River Basin
Commission and Chesapeake Bay Foundation, funding
and a surface water sampling protocol was put into place
for this watershed, which will be completed in March
2022 to assess the health of the streams within the
watershed.
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In addition, monitoring groups continued to collect
water samples in each of the county’s five main
watersheds and report on the status of our streams.
CCCD assisted the Centre County Chapter of the
Senior Environment Corps with the selection and
landowner permissions of four new sampling sites in
the Penns Creek watershed. Since 2002, members of
the Centre County Chapter of the Senior Environment
Corps (www.ccpasec.org) at ClearWater Conservancy
have monitored county waterways, through monthly
visits to (~50) sites throughout the county to conduct
field measurements.

Two of the teams sample sites, in the Marcellus Shale
territory in the Beech Creek and Snow Shoe areas, are
analyzed at Pennsylvania State University (PSU). The
Keystone Water Resources Center has been collecting
data from Spring Creek and its tributaries since 1997.
The project has 15 surface water monitoring stations,
three groundwater monitoring stations, and eight
spring monitoring stations. Information about this
project is at https://www.keystonewaterresources.org/.
The District continued to assist watershed groups
throughout the county. In particular, the Bald Eagle
Watershed Association (BEWA / http://
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baldeaglewatershed.com/) and Moshannon Creek
Watershed Association (MCWA / https://
moshannoncreek.org/) requested technical advice with
establishment and leadership transitioning. CCCD
also assisted BEWA with riparian buffer maintenance,
while MCWA worked with the District to identify
Acid Mine Drainage remediation sites.
The District continued its partnerships in conservation
and watershed management with many other county
entities, including:
1) Penns Valley Conservation Association
(https://pennsvalley.net/ )
2) Spring Creek Watershed Association/Spring Creek
Watershed Atlas
(https://www.springcreekwatershedatlas.org/)
3) Spring Creek Watershed Commission
(https://
www.springcreekwatershedcommission.org/)
4) Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited
(https://springcreektu.org);
5) Clearwater Conservancy
(www.clearwaterconservancy.org)
6) National Trout Unlimited
(https://www.tu.org/).

CENTRE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
WELCOMES A NEW DIRECTOR: GINGER BREON
The Centre County Conservation District would like to welcome our newest Board member, Ginger Breon. Ginger
comes from a long family history of dairy farmers. She is part owner of the Weaver Family Farm located in
Halfmoon Township, Centre County. Her Father’s farming family arrived in America in 1752 through Philadelphia
and originally settled in Lancaster PA. As the family expanded, they moved to Aaronsburg and then Marsh Creek
areas of Pennsylvania. Her Father, Earl Weaver, bought his first farm after serving in War World II, with wife,
Dollie, in Howard PA. The creation of Sayers Dam forced the family from that farm in 1966 to their current
location. The family has expanded their operations with purchases of other tracts of land and rented areas with
total crop land of approximately 822 acres. The family has a total herd of around 450 and milk 220.
The Weaver Family Farm includes Roy Weaver, Leon Weaver, Larry Weaver, Ginger Breon, and Lisa Weaver. All
three brothers work on the farm full-time, Ginger is the Financial Advisor and mediator. Lisa is the family’s
attorney. Two nephews, Tom and Cory Weaver, are also on the farm full-time and many other family members
assist with the work when needed like rock picking time. It is truly a family farm.
The Weaver farms are located in a high-quality watershed of Halfmoon Creek. The Weaver Family has been
working with Penn State Extension, USDA Natural Resources Conservations Service, the Centre County
Conservation District, and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation to install best management practices on the farm, to
protect and improve water quality, soil health, herd health, and the farm as a whole. With the support of
ClearWater Conservancy, the Weaver Family recently converted a wet crop field and pasture to six acres of
pollinator habitat – preserving the native plants that were there and enhancing the field with native shrubs and
other flowers.
Ginger received her bachelor’s degrees in Agriculture Management and Accounting from Penn State. She also
has an MBA. Ginger serves as a board member for the Farm Service Agency.
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CENTRE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
414 HOLMES STREET, SUITE 4
BELLEFONTE, PA 16823
(814) 355-6817
www.centrecountypa.gov/conservation

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(All dates subject to change)

A PRIL
13 Board Meeting
15 Spring Break - closed
22 Earth Day
22 & 23 Seedling Sale Distribution
29 National Arbor Day
M AY
11 Board Meeting
21 Armed Forces Day
30 Memorial Day - closed
J UNE
8 Board Meeting
14 Flag Day
20 Juneteenth - closed
J ULY
4 Independence Day - closed
13 Board Meeting

State College, PA
Permit No. 41

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Robert Shannon, Chair
Allen Ishler, Vice-Chair
Steven Dershem, Commissioner
Tom Boldin, Michael Messina
James Walizer, Ginger Breon

ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Donn Fetterolf, Martin Melville

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Michael Pipe
Mark Higgins
Steven Dershem

DISTRICT STAFF
(814) 355-6817
Jim Coslo, Jr - District Manager
Chris Myers - Resource Conserv. Coord II
Dan Wesdock - Resource Conserv. Coord I
Justin Kozak - Watershed/Ed. Specialist
Daina Beckstrand - Ag. Conserv. Tech.
Julee Smith - Fiscal Tech.

RECYCLING HOTLINE
(814) 238-6649
PA DEP EMERGENCY HOTLINE
1-800-541-2050

S AVE PAPER
& GO GREEN!

If you wish to receive the newsletter
electronically, contact our office at
(814) 355-6817
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James Walizer
Centre Co. Board of Directors

